
 
USHist.    Spanish American War Quotes Name: 

 
Read each quote and summarize the quote in your own words. 
 
Spanish American War:Cuba 
"Once the United States is in Cuba who will drive it out?" 
- Cuban revolutionary José Martí, 1895 
 
 
 
  
"We can no longer afford to disregard international rivalries now that we ourselves have become a competitor 
in the world-wide struggle for trade." 
- U.S. State Department memorandum, 1898 
  
  
 
 
"What a splendid little war!" -John Hay (US Secretary of State) 
 
 
  
“Cuba ought to be free and independent, and the government should be turned over to the Cuban people.” 
~ President William McKinley 
 
 
“...the entire command moved forward as coolly as though the buzzing of bullets was the humming of bees. 
White regiments, black regiments, regulars and Rough Riders, representing the young manhood of the North 
and the South, fought shoulder to shoulder, unmindful of race or color, unmindful of whether commanded by 
ex-Confederate or not, and mindful of only their common duty as Americans." -Lieutenant John J. “Black Jack” 
Pershing  
 
 
 
 
Spanish American War:-Philippines  
 
"Kill every one over ten." - Gen. Jacob H. Smith 
  
 
 
 
"The slaughter at Manila was necessary, but not glorious. The entire American population justifies the conduct 
of its army at Manila because only by a crushing repulse of the Filipinos could our position be made 
secure....We are... the trustees of civilization and peace throughout the islands"...the "white man's burden" had 
been thrust on the United States by "the impotent oppression of Spain and the semi-barbarous conduct of the 
Philippines.” -Chicago Tribune newspaper 
 
 
 
 
  
"I want no prisoners. I wish you to kill and burn, the more you kill and burn the better it will please me. I want all 
persons killed who are capable of bearing arms in actual hostilities against the United States.” -General Jacob 
H. Smith  
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"It may be necessary to kill half the Filipinos in order that the remaining half of the population may be advanced 
to a higher plane of life than their present semi-barbarous state affords."--General William Shafter 
  
 
 
 
"You have sacrificed nearly seventeen thousand American lives—the flower of our youth. You have devastated 
provinces. You have slain uncounted thousands of the people you desire to benefit. You have established 
reconcentration camps. Your generals are coming home from their harvest bringing sheaves with them, in the 
shape of other thousands of sick and wounded and insane to drag out miserable lives, wrecked in body and 
mind. You make the American flag in the eyes of a numerous people the emblem of sacrilege in Christian 
churches, and of the burning of human dwellings, and of the horror of the water torture. Your practical 
statesmanship which disdains to take George Washington and Abraham Lincoln or the soldiers of the 
Revolution or of the Civil War as models, has looked in some cases to Spain for your example. I believe—nay, 
I know—that in general our officers and soldiers are humane. But in some cases they have carried on your 
warfare with a mixture of American ingenuity and Castilian cruelty.” Senator George Frisbie Hoar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The guns that thundered off Manila and Santiago left us echoes of glory, but they also left us a legacy of duty. 
If we drove out a medieval tyranny only to make room for savage anarchy we had better not have begun the 
task at all. It is worse than idle to say that we have no duty to perform, and can leave to their fates the islands 
we have conquered. Such a course would be the course of infamy. It would be followed at once by utter chaos 
in the wretched islands themselves. Some stronger manlier power would have to step in and do the work, and 
we would have shown ourselves weaklings, unable to carry to successful completion the labors that great and 
high-spirited nations are eager to undertake.” Theodore Roosevelt 1899.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Compare the quotes on Cuba with the quotes about the Philippines. What differences do you notice? 


