
USHistory   Montgomery Bus Boycott   Name: 
Read the text about the Montgomery Bus Boycott and answer the questions that follow in the spaces 
provided. 
 

 Throughout the South, 
African Americans were forced 
by law to sit on the back of all 
public buses. If the bus was 
full, laws stated that they had 
to give up their seats to any 
white passengers. Refusing to 
do so would result in their 
arrest. 
 In March 1955, 
Claudette Colvin, a 15-
year-old high school was 
handcuffed, arrested, 

and forcibly removed from a public bus when she refused to give up her seat to a white man. Local 
African American activists began to build a case to challenge state bus segregation laws. 
 In December, another African American woman named Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. On the city buses of Montgomery, the first 10 seats were 
reserved for white passengers only. Rosa Parks was seated in the first row behind those 10 seats. 
When the bus became crowded, the bus driver instructed her and three other passengers seated in 
that row, all African Americans, to move from their seats for the white passengers boarding. While 
the other three passengers moved, Rosa Parks remained seated, arguing that she was not in a seat 
reserved for whites. When the driver, Joseph Blake, was unable to get her to move and he believed 
that she had defied his order, he called the police. Rosa Parks was immediately arrested, booked, 
fingerprinted, briefly jailed, then fined. 
 Rosa Parks’ arrest would prove to be incredibly beneficial to the overall Civil Rights Movement. 
She was a woman of unchallenged character who was held in high esteem by all those who knew her. At 
the time of her arrest, Rosa Parks was active in the local National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), serving as secretary to 
E.D. Nixon, president of the Montgomery chapter. 
Her arrest became a rallying point around which 
the African American community organized a bus 
boycott in protest of the discrimination they had 
endured for years.  
 Martin Luther King, Jr., the 26-year-old 
minister, emerged as the leader of the well-
coordinated, peaceful boycott that lasted 381 
days and captured the world's attention. During 
the 13-month boycott, African Americans 
organized carpools, ride-sharing and walking 
rather than using the city buses.  
 After Rosa Parks was convicted under city 
law, her lawyer filed a notice of appeal. On 
November 13, 1956, the Supreme Court ruled that 
bus segregation was unconstitutional; the boycott 
ended December 20, a day after the Court’s 
written order arrived in Montgomery. For a quiet 
act of defiance that resonated throughout the 
world, Rosa Parks earned the title "Mother of the 
Civil Rights Movement." 



1. Why were Claudette Colvin and Rosa Parks arrested? 
 
 
 
 
2. Which section of the Montgomery City Code (below) did they violate? 
 
 
 
3. What section of the city code gave the bus driver the authority to arrest them? 
 
 
 
4. When could a black rider sit in the white section of the bus? 
a. If all the seats were full in the “negro section” 
b. If they were disabled. 
c. If they were a nurse caring for white children. 
d. If they were of mixed race. 
 
5. What was Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
role in the Montgomery Bus Boycott? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What finally brought an end to the 
Boycott? 


