
Name of Explorer Year(s) Country Claim to Fame 

CH. 19 sec. 1    

Prince Henry 1419 Portugal Founded navigation school in Portugal 

   Sailed around the southern tip of Africa 

Vasco da Gama 1497 

- 1499 
  

CH. 20 sec. 1    

 1492 
 Sailed west across the Atlantic Ocean and 

discovered the islands off the Americas  

Pedro Alvares Cabral 1500  
 

 1501 
 Sailed to South America and claimed it was 

not part of Asia (America named after him) 

 1519 

- 1522 
 

Sailed around the southern end of South Am. 

and circumnavigated the globe (died) 

Vasco Nunez de Balboa 1513  
 

Hernando Cortes 1519  
 

Francisco Pizarro   
 

Juan Ponce de Leon  Spain 
 

 1540 

-1541 
 

Explored modern day Arizona,  

New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas 

CH. 20 sec. 2    

Giovanni da Verrazzano   
 

Jacques Cartier 1534  
 

   
Founded Quebec on the St. Lawrence 

Jacques Marquette 

& Louis Joliet 
  

 

Sieur de La Salle 1682 France 
 

Henry Hudson  
  

 


