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AMERICA’S DEADLIEST WARS

he Civil War was full of

surprises, not the least
of which was the length and
ferocity of the conflict [see
article, p. 12). In the end,
more Americans died in that
war than in any other before
or since. The graph at right
shows the eight wars that
exacted the heaviest toll on
American lives. The tally of
the dead includes victims of
accidents and disease, as
well as those killed by the
enemy on the battlefield.
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ne U.S. suspended ma]or combal operations ml Irag n 2010, but 600 Boo
' casualties have conlinued among U.S. troops still stalioned there. NUMBER OF CASUALT[ES “N THOUSANDS)
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wars did the
total number of
American dead
and wounded
exceed 1 million?
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Union soldiers
died in the Civil
War. About how
many Confederate
soldiers died?

a 600,000
b 450,000
¢ 260,000
d 140,000

deaths in the Civil
War were battle
deaths. The number
of troop deaths
from other causes

was

a half that
twice that

¢ three times
that

d the same

has the number
of American
dead equaled
or exceeded
the number of
wounded?

a most wars on
foreign soil

b all
20th-century
wars

¢ America’s
earliest wars

d the majority of
wars listed on
this graph

a8 more Americans
died in the war
in Iraqg than have
died in the war
in Afghanistan.

b notroops died in
the war of 1812

¢ fewer Ameri-
cans served in
the Civil War
than in World
War Il

d longer wars
always involve
more casualties
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