
A Letter from the Trenches

You wrote about:

•No Man’s Land
•Barbed wire
•Mud
•Machine Guns
•Lice
•Rats
•Home
•Gas and Gas mask
•Weapons
•Soldiers
•Rations (food)
•Bombing/ Artillery
•Trench foot…



Censorship

What is censorship?

Censorship is when written material is read and checked by another 
person. The censor deletes any sensitive or secret parts.

Also, Government restrictions on speech or writing.

What sort of things could be censored?

Newspapers
Websites

Letters
Music
Film
TV



Censorship during World War One

Censorship allowed the government to;

• protect secrets (e.g. battle plans, where 
troops are, etc)
• cover up mistakes or bad news
• prevent opposition to the war
• control peoples’ opinions (Propaganda)

In World War I censorship was very heavy, 
as the government did not allow anyone 
to talk about or support ideas that could 
undermine the war effort or could give 
information to spies. 

Censorship also kept morale up because 
only good news was reported.



Why were letters censored?

Military Information

Censorship is important during wars 
to stop the enemy uncovering secret 
information and plans if they capture 
the letters. 

British soldiers fighting in World War 
One wrote many letters home to their 
families. 

All these letters had to be censored. 

Officers censored letters using a black 
marker, pen, or scissors. 

They blacked or cut out anything they 
thought might help the enemy. 



Why were letters censored?
Morale

Letters were censored because they did 
not want the soldier’s families and people 
at home to know what it was really like in 
the war.

The army needed people to join up and so 
did not want people to think that being on 
the front was as bad as it was.

If a soldier wrote home complaining about 
his life there, then his family would worry 
and may tell other people not to join up.

The Government did not want people to 
be upset about the war or think that 
Britain might lose.



What would be censored in a Letter 
from the Trenches?

•Where you were stationed
•How many soldiers were there
•Names of any soldiers or officers
•What weapons you had
•Details of planned attacks
•Soldiers who were injured
•Soldiers who had died
•Bad conditions



Now…you try!

TASK: to censor your partner’s letter from the trenches

Listen to Mr. Harrison… using the letter to “Rose”…

Censor their letter home from the trenches as if you were an officer.

Highlight anything that you think should be censored.
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