4th Grade United States Studies

SS040505
Unit 5:  Our Federal Government

Lesson 5
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 5, Unit 5

	· In order to limit the power of the federal government the Constitution provides for a system of checks and balances.
· Under the system of checks and balances, the branches are given authority to challenge each others use of power.  For instance, the president has the power to veto a law passed by Congress.
· No branch can carry out its functions/powers without some cooperation from the other branches. 
· The system of checks and balances makes sure that one branch does not become too powerful and prevents abuse of power that might result if a single branch were in complete control.



Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Limited Government – Word Card #8 from Lesson 2

· Separation of Powers – Word Card #19 from Lesson 4

· Branches of Government – Word Card #20 from Lesson 4

	29
checks and balances

the way in which the different branches of government keep each other from having too much power
Example:  A veto is an example of the concept of checks and balances.
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	30
veto

when the President turns down a bill or refuses to sign it into law
Example:  The President vetoed the bill because he did not agree with it.
(SS040505)



	31
override

when the Congress votes to cancel a President’s veto

Example:  The U.S. Congress passed the law by overriding the President’s veto of the bill.
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	32
judicial review

the power of the Supreme Court to declare a law unconstitutional

Example:  Through the power of judicial review, courts make sure that the laws do not violate the Constitution. 
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	33
unconstitutional


in conflict with or violates the U.S. Constitution

Example:  The Supreme Court decided that the law was unconstitutional.

(SS040505)




	Power Problems
	What check would prevent this from happening?
	
	
	

	
	What’s the Problem?
	
	
	

	
	Use of Power
	Congress makes a law requiring all citizens to wear red on Mondays.
	The President appoints his brother, a plumber, to the Supreme Court.
	The President makes a treaty with Canada that includes giving Canada the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.

	
	Power
	Congress has the power to make laws.
	The President has the power to appoint judges to the Supreme Court.
	The President has the power to make treaties with other countries.


	Power Problems – Sample Answers
	What check would prevent this from happening?
	The President has the power to veto a bill.
The Supreme Court can declare the law unconstitutional.
	The Senate has the power to approve (confirm) the President’s appointments for judges.
	The Senate has the power to approve (ratify) any treaty.

	
	What’s the Problem?
	The law would violate people’s rights to free speech.  Clothing has been considered symbolic speech (freedom of expression)

	The brother might not be qualified. 
	This would not be fair to people living in those states.

	
	Use of Power
	Congress makes a law requiring all citizens to wear red on Mondays.
	The President appoints his brother, a plumber, to the Supreme Court.
	The President makes a treaty with Canada that includes giving Canada the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.

	
	Power
	Congress has the power to make laws.
	The President has the power to appoint judges to the Supreme Court.
	The President has the power to make treaties with other countries.


How a Bill Becomes a Law



	President
	Vetoes 
	Vetoes Overridden 

	George Washington

	2

	.....


	John Adams

	.....

	.....


	Thomas Jefferson

	.....

	.....


	James Madison

	7

	.....


	James Monroe

	1

	.....


	John Quincy Adams

	.....

	.....


	Andrew Jackson 

	12

	.....


	Martin Van Buren

	1

	.....


	William Henry Harrison

	.....

	.....


	John Tyler

	10

	1


	James K. Polk

	3

	.....


	Zachary Taylor

	.....

	.....


	Millard Fillmore

	.....

	.....


	Franklin Pierce

	9

	5


	James Buchanan

	7

	.....


	Abraham Lincoln 

	7

	.....


	Andrew Johnson

	29

	15


	Ulysses S. Grant 

	93

	4


	Rutherford B. Hayes

	13

	1


	James A. Garfield

	.....

	.....


	Chester A. Arthur

	12

	1


	Grover Cleveland

	414

	2


	Benjamin Harrison

	44

	1


	Grover Cleveland

	170

	5


	William McKinley 

	42

	.....


	Theodore Roosevelt

	82

	1


	William H. Taft

	39

	1


	Woodrow Wilson

	44

	6


	Warren G. Harding

	6

	.....


	Calvin Coolidge 

	50

	4


	Herbert C. Hoover

	37

	3


	Franklin D. Roosevelt 

	635

	9


	Harry S. Truman 

	250

	12


	Dwight D. Eisenhower

	181

	2


	John F. Kennedy

	21

	.....


	Lyndon B. Johnson 

	30

	.....


	Richard M. Nixon 

	43

	7


	Gerald R. Ford

	66

	12


	James Earl Carter

	31

	2


	Ronald Reagan

	78

	9


	George Bush*

	44

	1


	William J. Clinton

	37

	2


	George W. Bush

	10

	3


	Total
	2560
	109


	


Bush vetoes popular bill on kids' health care

Wed Oct 3, 2007 

 

By Caren Bohan

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President George W. Bush on Wednesday vetoed a measure to expand a popular children's health care program, launching the first in a series of major battles with Democrats over domestic spending.

Democrats called the veto "cruel" and "heartless." The measure would have provided an extra $35 billion over five years for a health program for low-income children. Cigarette taxes would have been raised to fund the expansion from the current $25 billion level.

Supporters of the bill said the extra money would have helped provide health coverage for 10 million children.

While defending his veto, Bush offered to negotiate with Democrats on the program's funding. He had initially proposed a $5 billion increase in funding over five years, a rise that critics said would be insufficient to cover the children currently in the program because of rising health care costs.

He said the bill's funding level would have expanded the health program beyond its original intent and taken a step toward government-run health care.

"The policies of the government ought to be to help people find private insurance, not federal coverage," Bush said.

Democrats vowed to try to override the veto and Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid of Nevada said the veto showed Bush had "turned his back on America's children."

The Senate overwhelmingly backed the health legislation. But, the margin of support in the House of Representatives fell short of the two-thirds majority that would be needed to override a presidential veto.

House Democratic leaders plan to put off the override vote until October 18, giving supporters time to persuade more Republicans to switch their votes. The Democratic Party plans television ads attacking Republicans over Bush's veto.

The rejection of the health bill marks the fourth veto for Bush since he took office in 2001. He twice rejected legislation on stem cell research and also vetoed an Iraq war supplemental spending bill because it included timelines for withdrawing troops.
Bush Vetoes Popular Bill. Reuters News. 13 January 2009  <http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSWAT00819020071003?pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=0>.

Checks and Balances


Checks and Balances – Completed Chart

CHECKS AND BALANCES REFERENCE SHEET
	The Legislative Branch

	Checks on the 

Executive Branch
	Checks on the 

Judicial Branch

	· Only the Congress can declare war.

· The President controls the armed forces but the Congress controls the money needed to support the armed forces.

· The Senate must approve of presidential appointments.

· The House of Representatives has the power to impeach the President. This means the President is charged with wrong-doing.
· The Senate has the power to try the President after he or she has been impeached.

· Congress may override Presidential vetoes. 

· Senate approves treaties and ambassadors. 
	· Congress has the power to impeach, try and remove Supreme Court Justices and federal judges from office

· Senate approves federal judges 

· Congress has the power to alter the size of the Supreme Court.
· Congress has the power to create other federal courts besides the Supreme Court, which was created by the Constitution.



	The Executive Branch

	Checks on the 

Legislative Branch
	Checks on the 

Judicial Branch

	· The President can veto a law.

· Vice President is President of the Senate. 


	· Courts do not have the power to enforce their decisions.  The President is responsible for this.

· Power to nominate new judges.


	The Judicial Branch

	Checks on the 

Legislative Branch
	Checks on the 

Executive Branch

	· The Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional.

	· The Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional

· Chief Justice sits as President of the Senate during presidential impeachment.


Checks on the 


Legislative Branch





The President can veto a bill.


The Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional.





CHECKS


AND


BALANCES





Checks on the 


Executive Branch





Congress can override a President’s veto.


The Senate approves Presidential appointments.





Checks on the 


Judicial Branch





Congress has the power to impeach, try and remove Supreme Court Justices.


Supreme Court judges are nominated by the President and approved by the Senate.





Writing a Bill





Someone has an idea.





A member of Congress agrees with the idea and writes a proposal for the law which is called a “bill.”





Going to Committee





The bill is sent to a committee that analyzes and discusses the bill.





The committee may re-write the bill, accept it as it is, or do nothing (table the bill).





Getting a Majority of Votes





When the committee sends the bill back, Congress votes on it.





If the bill started in the House, the House votes first. If it passes it moves on to the Senate.





If the bill started in the Senate, the Senate votes first. If the bill passes the Senate it goes to the House of Representatives.  





Getting the President’s Signature





If the bill passes in both houses of Congress, it is sent to the President.





If the President signs the bill it becomes law.





If the President vetoes the bill, it can only become a law if Congress overrides the veto with a 2/3 vote.





Presidential Vetoes





Congress 


passes


 a bill.





The President


 _______ 


the bill.





Check by the 


________


Branch





Congress ________ 


the ______ by a 2/3 vote.





The bill 


becomes a law.





The Supreme Court declares 


the law 


_____________.





Check by the 


________


Branch





Check by the 


______


Branch





Congress 


passes


 a bill.





The President


 vetoes the bill.





Check by the 


Executive


Branch





Congress overrides the veto by a 2/3 vote.





The bill 


becomes a law.





The Supreme Court declares 


the law 


unconstitutional.





Check by the 


Legislative


Branch





Check by the 


Judicial


Branch
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