4th Grade United States Studies

SS040504
Unit 5:  Our Federal Government

Lesson 4
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Big Ideas Card

	Big Ideas of Lesson 4, Unit 5

	· The Framers of the Constitution were afraid of giving one group or one person in government too much power. 
· They limited the power of the federal government by separating or dividing power among three groups or branches of government.  
· The three branches are known as the legislative branch, the executive branch and the judicial branch.
· Each branch has a different function and its own special powers.



Word Cards 

Word Cards from previous lessons needed for this lesson:

· Government – Word Card #1 from Lesson 1

· Federal Government – Word Card #2 from Lesson 1
· Constitution – Word Card  #3 from Lesson 1
· Limited Government – Word Card #8 from Lesson 2
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separation of powers

[image: image4.wmf]power is separated, or divided, among three branches of government 
Example:  Separation of power helps to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful. 
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branches of government

 the three different sections of government

Example:  One branch of government makes laws, another branch enforces the laws, and the third branch decides what the laws mean.
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legislative branch

the branch of government that makes laws

Example:  The legislative branch made a law that set a new speed limit.
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executive branch

the branch of government that enforces laws

Example:  It was up to the executive branch to enforce the new speed limit.
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judicial branch

the branch of government that decides what laws mean

Example:  The judicial branch is made up of the Supreme Court and other courts as created by Congress.
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Senator

a member of the Senate

Example:  Michigan has two U.S. senators that represent our state in the U.S. Senate.
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Representative

a member of the House of Representatives

Example:  Michigan has several Representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives.

(SS040504)
	26
President

the head of the executive branch and 
the leader of our country
Example:  The President is a very important part of the government of our country.
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Cabinet

A group of people who help and give advice to the president 
Example:  The Secretary of State and the Attorney General are members of the President’s Cabinet.
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Supreme Court

the highest court in our country
Example:  The United States Supreme Court is the highest court in the judicial branch of our federal government.
(SS040504)


 The Government of Egbonia



The small country of Egbonia is governed by a President and a Council. According to the Egbonian Constitution, the Council is made up of the ten richest people in Egbonia. The President is chosen by the Council. The Constitution allows the President to make and enforce all the laws. The main roles of the Council are to choose the President and give him ideas for new laws.


According to the Constitution, a huge birthday party is held for the President each year. This year the President wanted it to be bigger than ever. Therefore, he wrote a new law requiring every citizen of Egbonia to donate five hundred dollars for the party plus a birthday cake. 


Many citizens were unhappy with the law and said it was unfair. The President responded that the Constitution gave him the power to make any law he wanted. To make sure citizens gave the money and birthday cake, he wrote a second law. This law stated that anyone who did not pay the money and donate cake would be forced to leave the country and find another place to live.


The Council members told the President they didn’t want to give money or cake. He told them not to worry. The law was only for the rest of the citizens, not for them. They were all welcome to come to the birthday party and didn’t need to donate a thing!


Some citizens decided to protest these two new laws. They met outside the President’s mansion holding signs that said “The New Laws are Unfair!” The President had all these citizens arrested and put into jail. He told newspaper reporters covering the story that this was completely within his power. He read them a section from the Egbonian Constitution that stated that the President could arrest and jail any citizen who complained about him.


The birthday party was held at the President’s mansion and attended by the Council and twenty of the President’s closest friends. There were thousands of balloons, a huge feast and hundreds of presents the President had bought for himself using the money given by citizens. The protesting citizens remained in jail for over three months. Fifty citizens were sent out of the country for failing to give money and birthday cake. 


The President had such a good time at his birthday party that he amended the Constitution to allow him to have three birthday parties each year.

Excerpts from the United States Constitution

Article. I.

Section. 1.
All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives

Article. II.

Section. 1.
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Article III.

Section. 1.
The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office

Separation of Powers
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The Legislative Branch

Information Sheet #1

	Who?
	The Congress made up of the House of Representatives 

(435 members) and the Senate (100 members).

	Require-ments
	House of Representatives

· At least 25 years old

· A U.S. citizen for the past 7 years

· Must live in the state they represent
	Senate

· At least 30 years old

· A U.S. citizen for the past 9 years

· Must live in the state they represent

	Term
	House of Representatives

2 years
	Senate

6 years

	Special

Powers
	House of Representatives

· Must introduce laws that make people pay taxes

· Can decide if a government official should be put on trial before the Senate
	Senate

· Must approve any treaties of the President

· Must approve any people the President recommends for jobs including ambassadors and Supreme Court Justices

· Can hold a trial for a government official who does something very wrong

	Powers
	· To make laws

· To tax the people

· To raise an army and navy to defend the country

· To declare war

· To create a court system

· To coin money

· To regulate trade between states

· To regulate trade between the U.S. and other countries



	Limits on

Power
	· Cannot make unfair laws such as those that would limit a person’s right to freedom of speech or religion

· The Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional

· The President can veto a law



The Executive Branch

Information Sheet #2

	Who?
	The President

	Require-ments
	· At least 35 years old

· A natural-born citizen of the United States

· Must have lived in the United States for at least 14 years

	Term
	· A term of four years for President 
· A President may serve two terms

	Other Members of the Executive

Branch
	· The Vice-President

· Members of the President’s Cabinet such as the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of Defense

· Officials of independent agencies that help carry out policy or provide special services such as the U.S. Postal Service, the National Science Foundation, and the Central Intelligence Agency

	Powers
	· To serve as Head of State in meeting with leaders of other countries

· To act as Commander in Chief of the armed forces

· To make treaties with other countries with the approval of the Senate

· To appoint ambassadors and judges to the Supreme Court with the approval of the Senate

· To conduct a war 

· To recommend legislation to Congress

· To convene Congress in special circumstances

· To serve as the “boss” of federal government workers

· To sign or veto a bill from Congress



	Limits on

Power
	· The President can conduct a war, but only the Congress can declare war.

· The President controls the armed forces, but the Congress controls the money needed to support the armed forces.

· The Senate must approve of presidential appointments.

· The House of Representatives has the power to impeach the President for wrong-doing.

· The Senate has the power to try the President after he or she has been impeached.




The Judicial Branch

Information Sheet #3
	Who?
	The Supreme Court is made up of 9 Justices.



	Require-ments
	There are no requirements but to this date all Supreme Court Justices have been trained in the law. Many have served as members of Congress, governors, or members of a President’s Cabinet.



	Term
	Supreme Court Justices serve for life unless they resign, retire or are impeached by the House of Representatives and convicted by the Senate.



	Other Members of the Judicial

Branch
	· Judges of lower federal courts. 

· These federal judges are appointed by the President and approved by the Senate.

· Like Supreme Court Justices, federal judges serve for life or until they resign, retire or are found guilty of serious crimes.

	Powers
	· To declare a law made by Congress unconstitutional

· To declare an action of the President unconstitutional

· To declare a state law unconstitutional if it conflicts with the laws made by Congress or with the Constitution 



	Limits on

Power
	· Congress has the power to impeach, try and remove Supreme Court Justices and federal judges from office.

· Courts do not have the power to enforce their decisions.  The President is responsible for this.
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