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Name e Date Class

gaps in rock layers

-

unconformlty———rock layers are tilted, and L younger sediment layers are
d horizontally on top of the eroded and tilted layers

2. A layer of horizgntal rock once posed and eroded before younger rocks formed over it is

#sedimentary rock forms over eroded metamorphic or

Ln be{found in different locations) fossils can be used to

those rock layers.

R e

Section 3 " Absolute A Ages of Rocks Al em |
s age, in years, of a rock omject; determined by properties

@ e @breaks down into a proton and an electron)
w1th the electron leavmg e atom as a beta particle; a new element forms due tg proton gain.

an 1sotope gives off two protons and two neutron(l as an alpha

parude, @ new element for
/3. The time it takes for half #he atoms in an isotope to >decay is the

isotope’s *

e

C. Calculatmg the absolute age of a rock usmg the ratlo of parent isotope to daughter product
T

and the half-life of the parent is calle gradlometnc §

wi
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study fossils and reconstruct the appearance of animals.

—Temains, imprints, or traces of prehistoric organisms >erm Mdls; Dishs
People, Toels

by sediments.

2. Organisms with are more likely to become fossils than organisms

with soft parts.

results when a thin film or carbon residue forms a silhouette of
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—cavity in rock left when the hard parts of an organism decay
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of the original organism.

[ L

3 o
4. If sediments wash into a mold, they can form a @ﬁ.
5

. Occasionally €
or tdr.

remains are preserved in a material such as amber, ice,
/T’A&

Y

S & SR ot
a. Canbe % in mud or sand that became stone
AT

made by worms and other animals 592-23 3

L4

-abundant, geographically widespread organisms that existed for olb
BeoprpRiE o o Adals

—

relatively short ¢

T

o L

E{ Fossils can reveal informatiﬂabou

w

Section 2 Relative Ages of Rocks

o Fock \auers under grpurdd
Klayers |

A. Principle of } —process o&reading undisturbed roc

A

rocks in the bottom layer

rocks in the top layers

B. How old something is in comparison with something else is its

1. The age of LA rocks can be determ

ined by examining layer sequences.

2. Thg age of durb ock may have to be(c;etermined by ; or other clues.
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