Inventions and History

Directions: for this activity you will be researching a invention of your choosing which was invented before 2000. You will be typing a one page paper as well as creating a project related to your technology. The rubric is below:

The paper: (example is on the back)

1. At least one page typed, in 12-16 pt font
2. Double spaced

3. The title on the top line,  and your name below the title

4. Items to be included in the paper:

· When was the technology invented (ex: Dec. 5, 1976 or the 1300’s or the 16th century are all periods of time)

· Who invented it (could be more than one person. If the technology is very old an inventor may not be named but do indicate that information)

· Where was it invented (could be in a city, state, country or empire that no longer exists)

· What other inventions do we have today which are like your invention or what other inventions came to be because of your invention? (Example: the cell phone, fax machine and internet were all created thanks to the telephone)

· Some fun facts about your invention. (Examples: Was it an accidental invention? Is it no longer around and why?)

· How has this invention improved our way of life?
5. All work is to be original, no copy and pasting information.

Total possible _____ / 10 points summative

Also complete a project, see your choices below:
The project: (choose one of the following)

1. A powerpoint presentation with five slides which display pictures and information found in your paper. You can add animation and sound if you like. 

2. A model of your invention (it can be made of any material you chose but cannot just be the invention such as showing us your cell phone, that is not a model). If your model is large or resembles a weapon than this activity is probably not the best choice.
3. A timeline on poster displaying how your invention has changed throughout the years. If you invention has not changed much than this activity is probably not the best choice.
    Total possible _____ / 10 points summative

Below is an example of a research paper:

History of the Pencil

By Mrs. Fulton

   (Paragraph #1, introduction)

  
The pencil is a versatile writing tool and is used in classrooms throughout the world. The pencil has a long history as well as a fun history.

     (Paragraph #2, the who, when and where)   
The pencil was invented in…. (may want to also tell about any other historical events occurring at the time)
The pencil was invented by…. (may be tell about the life of the inventor in a sentence or two)
The place in which the pencil was invented was…. (was there any interesting things going on in this country, state, etc.. that you could tell us?)
    (Paragraph #3, other inventions related and a fun fact)   
    
 Because of the pencil other writing tools such as the mechanical pencil……

A fun fact about the pencil is that although many believe that lead is the main ingredient in a pencil it is not true. The main ingredient is graphite.
     (Paragraph #4, closing statement)


In conclusion the pencil has been an important tool for writers, poets and artists alike to convey their ideas and dreams.
* While researching, some inventions may not give an exact date, they may list dates as “the 1800’s” or “the 19th century”, these are acceptable dates. You may have more than one inventor or sometimes a company invented the technology, that’s okay. Sometimes the place is listed as a city, state, country or the technology is too old that no one knows where it was invented. If no date, or inventor or location can be found make sure to state that in your paper. 
