General Tool and Tech. Lab Safety
Hand Tool Safety:

1. Select the correct tool for the task.

2. Make sure the tool is in good condition before using.

3. Use the tool the correct way.  Ex: Do not use a mallet to put in a nail.

4. When you are finished using a tool put it back in its correct storage place.

5. When carrying any tool be sure to keep the tool down at your side, never swing a tool or hold it pointed forward while walking.

6. Use a brush to clean up any scraps and sawdust on tables and machines, never use your hands to wipe off tables.

7. Never use any tool if your hands are wet from water or oil based products.

Hammer and Mallet:

1. Use the correct type of hammer for the work you are doing.

2. Never use a hammer on a metal surface, you could damage the head.  Use a mallet to avoid damage.

3. Make sure that the hammer head is not chipped or loose before using.

4. When using a hammer or mallet never choke the handle, grip it near the cutt and use a normal swing.

5. Mallets are to be used with other tools such as a chisel.

File 

1. When using a file hold the handle firmly with one hand and put even pressure on top of the file with the other hand.
2. Use a rough file to remove more wood and to fix large mistakes from cutting.  Use a smoother file for minor mistakes.

3. Use the rounded side of a file for curved cuts and the flat side for even cuts.

4. Make sure that the file handle is secured tightly before using.  Never use a file without the handle.

Sanding Blocks and Sandpaper (you will make one of these later)
1. When the sandpaper looks white and worn change the paper.

2. Sanding blocks are to be used in the direction of the grain of the wood.

Clamp:

1. Clamps are to be used with the drill press or to hold wood to a table for cutting. drilling or sanding.

Square: 

1. This tool has no safety concerns. Remember to use squares for finding a perfect right angle.

Miter box and back saw:

1. You must use a clamp to clamp the box to a table before cutting. 

2. These two tools are  always used together

Saws:

1. Saws are carried down to your side. 

2. when cutting make sure no other person is in the path of the blade

3. Clamp the wood you are going to cut to a table, make sure that there are not obstructions under or near the cutting area.

Drill Bit and Chuck Key:

1. Do not touch the drill bit after cutting, it will be HOT!

2. Once you are finished using the chuck key to loosen or tighten the return it to the teacher. The chuck key is used to tighten and loosen the drill bit from the machine.
3. If a drill bit looks worn or broken inform the teacher immediately.

Power tool and machine safety:

1. Make sure that any adjustments needed are done while the machine is off.

2. Never leave a machine while it is still on.  Wait until it comes to a complete stop before leaving.

3. Make sure the table surface of the bandsaw or drill press is clear of any scraps before using.

4. Make sure that the wood you are drilling, or placing a screw into, while using the power drill is securely in the clamp.

5. Make sure the wood you are sanding with your sander is securely in the clamp before using.

6. When using the drill press all wood being drilled must be clamped to the table of the drill press.

7. If any blade stops moving while the machine is on, shut it off and tell the teacher immediately.  Do not attempt to fix yourself.

8. Always wear safety glasses while you are in the tech. lab area regardless if you are using a tool, machine or nothing. Others around you may be using a tool or machine. 

9. Check to make sure that all loose jewelry, clothing a hair is secured before using a tool or machine.

10. Never distract another person while they are working, this could cause serious injury.

11. Keep any and all cords away from the area about to be cut, drilled or sanded. This is a possible electrocution injury.
