




Comprehension�Strategies





Check for understanding


Stop frequently and check, or monitor whether you understand what is being read.  A quick summary of “who” and “what”.





Back up and reread


When meaning breaks down, go back and reread again to understand the meaning of the selection.





Monitor and Fix up


Stop and think if what is being read makes sense.





Retell the story


A retelling includes characters, setting, problems, and solution or the main ideas of the text.





Schema/ Connections


Use prior knowledge to connect with the text to increase understanding and remember what was read.





Visualizing


Make a picture or mental image to assist them in understanding and remembering what they read.  





Questioning


Ask questions before, during, and after reading a selection.  





Predict what will happen; use text to confirm


This helps readers make connections, think ahead, and become more engaged





Infer and support with evidence


Using background knowledge, clues from the text, illustrations, and captions to confirm meaning of text.





Use text features


Use the title, heading, captions, graphics, etc. to make sense of text.





Summarize text


Reduce selections of text to key ideas and main points worth noting and remembering.





Use main idea and supporting details 


Understanding the most important idea about what is being read.














Melissa Killingbeck  www.thedailycafe.com








Cross-Checking


“Do the letters in the word match what you are saying?”


“Does it sound right and make sense?


“Do the pictures match what you are saying?”





Use Beginning and Ending Sounds


“Did you look at the whole word?”


“Did what you just read make sense?”





Blend Sounds - Stretch and Reread


“Say each letter as you stretch them out, then put them together and say it fast.”





Flip the Sound


“Did the word you just read sound right?”


“When you flip the sound, listen for a word that you recognize.”


“What other sound could that letter make?”





Chunk Letters and Sounds Together


Teach students to use their fingers to mask off the chunks found in words, (digraphs, blends, prefixes, and suffixes), decoding those chunks first, then, move on to tackle the whole word.





Skip the Word, Then Come Back


To model this strategy, use a sticky note to cover up a word.  Read the passage with the student, skipping the “unknown” word, reading the rest of the sentence, and then backing up to reread the sentence.  When you reread the sentence, uncover the first letter of the unknown word and demonstrate how we use the first letter and the context clues within the passage to try to figure it out.





Trade a Word/Guess a Word That Makes Sense


“Look at the first letter or letters. What word would make sense in this sentence that begins with that letter’s sound?”
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