Politics of the Roarmg
Twentzes ' :

Read the section review.

As you read: underline/highlight important terms, people, events.
Circle any words you don’t know/understand.

Ask questions in margins about information.

CHAPTER OVERVIEW Americans lash out at those who are différent while they
-enjoy prosperity and new ¢onveniences produced by Ame_rican Jbusinesses.

'0 Amerlcans Struggie wnth

Postwar:Issues
MAIN IDEA " A desire for narmality after the war and- -
a fear of communism and *foreigners” Ied to postwar
isolationism. . .o

vents in fai'away Russia ha_d-an ef_fect on the’ o

United States after World War F. Massive

"+ protests.led the Russian-ruler to step down from

the throne in March 1917. In November of that
year, radicals seized the.government and estab-

" lished the world’s first-Communist state. Soon, this
- new"government 1ssued a"call for worldwide revolu- -

Hon. Its leaders wanted tc overthrow. the cap1tahst

.system-and.-abolish private property.

About 70,000 people, called “Reds,” joined the-

_ new Comrhunist party in.the United States. Though "

their numbers were.small, their radicalism and’

: threats avoused fear among.many people. As a

“Red Scare” swept the natign, Attorney General

A. Mitchell Palmer.decided to remove the threat..
‘Palmer formed a new agency in the Justice

Department:tofind and punish radicals. His agents

arrested Commiumists, Socialists, and anarchists, '

“who opposed any-goveinment at all.The agents

often disregardedithe rights of the:people they

) arrested. Huridreds of radicals were sent out of the -

country without a trial. But Palmér'never found-
evidence of a.conspiracy to overthrow the govem-

- ment, and the fear passed.

The U.S..was actually becommg 1solat10mst
againi—pulling away from world affairs. Dislike

.of foreigners.resulted in a new immigration law.
. With the Emezgency:- ‘Quota.Act of 1921, Congress
" limited the-number of people’ admitted into the .
country each year. A revised version passed in 1924
- . cut the flow of 1mmlgrants from Eastern and

Southern- ‘Europe. It put a stop to Japanese-immi-
gration ‘altogether. Tn 1929, Congress voted to fur-

Many.suffered in the hysteria. A celebrated case

- involved two-Italian 1mrmgrants Nlcola Sacco.and
\ .

Ba.rtolomeo Va:nzettl The palr-—both admlt’ced rad—.
. icals—were.arrested for a.double murder during
'robberym Massachusetts .Although the case was
‘| dot strong,: they were.convicted and executed. |
" Protests poured in from around the world.

' The “Red Scare” revealed a general sense'of -
unease in society, ‘as<did the rev1val of the Ku Klux™ -
Klan. The Klan began to flourish in the early
1920s.-Klan leaders opposed African Americans,

Jews, immigrants, and.Catholics. By 1924, KKK - .
.membership numbered about 4.5 million, and-

the Klan helped-elect officeholders:in many states.

© Its populanty dechned wfch mcreased cnmmal .
. activity.

The postwar pen‘od a]so saw a revival of labor
trouhles A strike of Boston police ofﬁcers was
forcefu]ly put down by Massachusetts Governor

Calvin Coolidge- Viclence erupted over a massive . . -

1919-steel strike, with workers demanding the right

to unionize. Steel makers labeled the workers as

.Commumsts ‘and the- smke was broken in 1920.

Later, a church group revealed the harsh-conditions
in steel mills. Embarrassed steel makers shortened :

the workday to elght ‘hours. However the steel
: Workers still-had: 10 ‘union. -

. United Mine Workers president ]ohn L. Lewis
was»able to-win-wage increases for coal miners.’A.

i Phﬂlp Randolph also-successfully orgamzed an

African-American union -of railroad porters. "Unions:
‘were not.generally: successful in the 19205, howev- |

‘ er, as union-membership. dropped from about-5 .
mﬂhon :to about 3:5 mﬂhon workers,

i

I 8 The Hardmg Presudency

" MAIN IDEA- The Harding. administration appealed to
. Amer/ca 's desire for calm and. peace after the" war but +f

rasulted in. scandal

+ TFathe p1e51dentlal electmn of 1920, Bepubhcans
ther limit the number of Immlgrants admitted each | 1
. year. "

nominated Warren. G, Harding, a pleasant man

* of little ability. Harding and Calvin Coolidge swept '

; into office in a 1andshde Wctory




