THIRTEEN DAYS: MOVIE WORKSHEET

This film is based on the actual events surrounding the Cuban missile crisis of 1962, taking place during the thirteen days wherein the U.S. and the Soviet Union nearly engaged in full-scale nuclear war. After President John F. Kennedy  is shown photographs from a spy plane detailing the presence of missiles in Cuba capable of obliterating massive areas of the U.S., he must immediately decide the most effective course of action for the country. With the aid of best friend and special assistant Kenny O'Donnell and brother Robert (Bobby), the President must avoid a dire chain of events that could be dictated by General Curtis LeMay , who would rather take immediate action and invade Cuba. After initial silence about leaking the information to the nation, President Kennedy eventually tells of the conflict, leading to widespread panic and a blockade of Cuba. With the aid of Robert McNamara  and Adlai Stevenson, the leaders must find a way to alleviate the tension of the situation. 
PRE MOVIE QUESTIONS:

1. Who became the leader of Cuba in 1959?

-Why did his rise to power cause tension between the U.S. & Cuba?

2. Briefly explain what the Bay of Pigs was?    When did it occur?

3. Who was the leader of the Soviet Union in 1962?

-What promise did he make to Cuba?

-Why did this upset President Kennedy?

During the movie, explain the role of each of the following people:

· Kenneth P. O'Donnell 

· John F. Kennedy 

· Robert F. Kennedy 

· Robert McNamara 

· Adlai Stevenson 

· Dean Rusk 

· McGeorge Bundy 

· Gen. Curtis LeMay 

· Ted Sorensen 

· Dean Acheson 

· Nikita Khrushchev

· Fidel Castro

DURING THE MOVIE QUESTIONS:
1. Why do you think O’Donnell has two phones?

-What colors are they?
2. Who was the U.S. President during the Cuban Missile Crisis?
3. How did the U.S. know that the Soviet Union was placing missiles in Cuba?
4. Why was the placement of missiles in Cuba a direct threat to the U.S.?

5. What is EXCOMM?

Who was excluded?                                                                Why?

6. Why does Robert Kennedy want to avoid a “sneak attack”?]

7. Why does Bobby Kennedy want to avoid military action in Cuba?
8. What 3 military options did Kennedy have concerning the missiles in Cuba?

9. What did General LeMay want to do?
10. Who is the Red Dog?
11. What does JFK fear about using airstrikes against the missiles?

12. What 3 options did Kennedy have concerning the missiles in Cuba?

13. Why did O’Donnell want JFK to attend the political rally in Chicago?

14. Why was the word “quarantine” used instead of “blockade”?
15. Why does Kennedy want to go on TV?

16. What might happen if the Soviet ships refuse to stop for the American blockade?

17. How long would it take the missiles to get to America?

18. When did the quarantine go into effect?

19. What did Secretary of State Rusk say after the Soviet ships turned around at the blockade?
20. What role did the U.N. play in this situation?
-Does the U.N. involvement seem to help or hurt the U.S.?  Explain.
21. What did the Navy do the when a  Soviet ship got through the blockade?
-Why was this a bad decision?

22. What deal was made to end the crisis?

POST MOVIE QUESTIONS:

1. Why do you think the Soviets wanted to put missiles in Cuba?

2. How close were we to nuclear war during the Cuban Missile Crisis?  Explain

3. Did President Kennedy make the right decision to challenge the Soviets during the crisis?  Explain

U. S. History Taking a Stand Essay Directions: Answer the following question by using the directions below.

WHAT PERSON OR COUNTRY DO YOU THINK WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS?  (PICK ONLY ONE SPECIFIC PERSON OR COUNTRY)
SKIP LINES & WRITE IN INK!

WRITE A 5 PARAGRAPH ESSAY.
1. INTRODUCTION: Summarize the events leading up to and surrounding the Cuban Missile Crisis or the explain the Cold War tension that caused the event.  Then give your opinion ( ________ were responsible for . . .)
2. SECOND PARAGRAPH: Provide and explain 2 pieces of information from class materials (book, videos, discussion) to support your position.

3. THIRD PARAGRAPH: Provide and explain 1 piece of relevant information from personal experience or prior knowledge to support your position. 

4. FOURTH PARAGRAPH: Provide and explain an alternative position, then explain why your position is still better than the alternate argument.

5. CONCLUSION: Restate your original argument and summarize your key points.

