The Ballot or the Bullet; Malcolm X, April 3, 1964

... The question tonight, as I understand it, is "The Negro Revolt, and Where Do We Go From Here?" or What
Next?" In my little humble way of understanding it, it points toward either the ballot or the bullet.

And now you're facing a situation where the young Negro's coming up. They don't want to hear that "turn the-
other-cheek" stuff, no. In Jacksonville, those were teenagers, they were throwing Molotov cocktails. Negroes

- have never done that before. But it shows you there's a new deal coming in. There's new thinking coming in.
There's new strategy coming in. It'll be Molotov cocktails this month, hand grenades next month, and something
else next month. It'l] be ballots, or it'll be bullets. It'll be liberty, or it will be death...

I don't mean go out and get violent; but at the same time you should never be nonviolent unless you run into
some nonviolence. I'm nonviolent with those who are nonviolent with me. But when you drop that violence on
me, then you've made me go insane, and I'm not responsible for what I do. And that's the way every Negro
should get...

Uncle Sam's hands are dripping with blood, dripping with the blood of the black man in this country. He's the
earth's number-one hypocrite. He has the audacity—yes, he has—imagine him posing as the leader of the free
world. The free world! And you over here singing "We Shall Overcome." Expand the civil-rights struggle to the
level of human rights. Take it into the United Nations, where our African brothers can throw their weight on our
side, where our Asian brothers can throw their weight on our side, where our Latin-American brothers can
throw their weight on our side, and where 800 million Chinamen are sitting there waiting to throw their weight
on our side...

Last but not least, I must say this concerning the great controversy over rifles and shotguns. The only thing that
I've ever said is that in areas where the government has proven itself either unwilling or unable to defend the
lives and the property of Negroes, it's time for Negroes to defend themselves. Article number two of the
constitutional amendments provides you and me the right to own a rifle or a shotgun. It is constitutionally legal
to own a shotgun or a rifle. This doesn't mean you're going to get a rifle and form battalions and go out looking
for white folks, although you'd be within your rights—I mean, you'd be justified; but that would be illegal and
we don't do anything illegal...

In 1964, it's the ballot or the bullet.

Who is speaking here?
When did he make the speech?
Who was the speakers intended audience? How do you know?

What is the speaker’s position on the use of violence?

-How does this differ from Dr. King’s approach?

-Which method do you think should be used to produce change? Why?

Why is the speech titled The Ballot or the Bullet?




