MEAN GIRLS

CULTURE & STRUCTURE
Watching Mean Girls is like taking a microscope and viewing the workings of society.  As you watch the film be aware of the sociological terms from the vocabulary list below.  After watching the movie, you are to write detailed answers the questions below, using the vocabulary terms and the concepts we have covered in class.  

Guide Questions
1. In the film, where did Cady (Lindsay Lohan) spend most of her childhood? Why?

2. What are THREE things that Cady learns about being a high school student in America on her first day of public school? 

3. Describe the culture (material & nonmaterial) at Cady’s school?  (4 points)

4. Explain Cady's ascribed status in school.

5. What “sociological experiment” does Cady agree to be a part of in the film? Why does she agree to be a part of it?  
6. Who is the leader of the Plastics?

7. Explain how the girls in the Plastics are similar.

8. What means of control does the Plastics group leader impose over the members.

9. Give an example of a norm that dictates behavior.  What type of norm is it (folkway, more, or law)?  What is (are) the sanction(s) for breaking that particular norm?  (3 points)

10. How does Cady's status changes over the course of the “experiment”? 
11. Explain how Cady's role changes with her new achieved status. 

12. Explain the role conflict Cady experiences.

13. Explain the role strain Cady experiences.

14. Give three examples of subcultures at Cady’s school and describe each of them.  How important are language, gestures, and values to these cultural groups? (3 points)

15. How do the Plastics illustrate ethnocentrism? (2 points)

16. Explain the conflict that occurs within the Plastics.
17. Explain the two different role exists that Cady experiences.
