Hotel Rwanda

1. What role does the media play in your life?
2.  How does: media, family, peers, education, religion, and work influence who we are, what we believe, and the daily decisions we make? (give an example for each).

During the Movie:

3. What influenced Paul’s decision?
4. How did Paul’s definition of family expand to include the community?
5.  What do you learn about Hutu and Tutsi culture?
	Hutu
	Tutsi

	
	


6. How did culture and the agents of socialization provide the groundwork for a society ripe for genocide? 
After the Movie

7. The following members of the international community are mentioned in the film: United Nations, United States, Belgium, France, The Red Cross, Hutus and Tutsis.
a. What role did each play in the conflict?

b. Discuss the failure of each group to response. How was the response portrayed in the film?
c. What type of force would be needed to stop the genocide?

	United Nations


	
	

	United States


	
	

	Belgium


	
	

	France


	
	

	The Red Cross


	
	

	Hutus


	
	

	Tutsis


	
	


Reflection Questions:

1. At the beginning of the film, Paul places far greater value on protecting his family than protecting his neighbors. But as the film progresses his sense of obligation to his neighbors and his countrymen deepens. Indeed, rather than abandon the refugees he is sheltering, he sends his family to safety while he stays behind. Is his decision the morally right one? In making decisions, how much weight should one give to the welfare of one’s family compared to the welfare of one’s neighbors? How much weight should governments give to the welfare of foreign peoples compared to that of their own citizens?


2. The UN Colonel tells reporters that his troops are “peace-keepers,” not “peace-makers.” By UN mandate, UN troops were permitted to use their weapons only in self-defense. If the Colonel had disobeyed orders and authorized his troops to fire on Interhamwe fighters, would he have done the right thing?

3. Do you agree that racism played a role in the international community’s failure to act to stop the genocide, as the UN colonel says? The film makes no mention of other possible contributing factors, such as the disastrous U.S. humanitarian intervention in Somalia in 1993, less than a year before, which ended after a U.S. helicopter was shot down and the bodies of U.S. soldiers were dragged through the streets of Mogadishu. Does this justify the U.S. and the UN’s refusal to intervene?


4. What can we learn about personal and collective responsibility in the case of the Rwandan genocide? If you were in a similar situation as Paul, what would be your response?

