“The Truman Show”

Sociology
After watching “The Truman Show” use the following questions to help illuminate the sociological significance of the film. 

1. Explain the message of the film.
2. “We accept the reality of the world with which we are presented.” This is a quote from Christof when describing why Truman has never been able to figure out he is the main character to a reality television show. What does he mean by this? Be specific and give examples.

3. Explain who in the film takes responsibility for (constructing) reality and how this happens? 

4. Why did the actors and producers of The Truman Show go to such lengths to maintain the reality of Truman’s world?  What were some of the things they did in order to preserve the “show”?

5. List as many things as you can think of that Truman had to overcome before he was able to “see” his world for what it was.  

6. Give examples of how Truman begins to question behavior and reality.  Include some examples in your own life when  you have peeled back the layers of perception and questioned the assumptions of your culture?
7. Give examples of how Truman begins to question behavior and reality.  Include some examples in your own life when  you have peeled back the layers of perception and questioned the assumptions of your culture?
8. In what ways does Truman personify the sociological imagination?

9. Explain which theoretical perspective is best exemplified in Truman's world.

10. Identify a positive and a negative influence that help determine your perception of reality and explain their influence.

