SOCIOLOGY

Video Questions – “Genie:  Secret of the Wild Child”

1. Describe who Genie is.

2. What question was raised by the sleep studies done on Genie?
3. What breakthrough occurred for Genie in May 1971?

4. What name was given to the “Wild Child” of France?  Describe some of the unusual behaviors exhibited by the boy.

5. According to historian/psychologist Harlan Lane, what question could be answered by studying the boy?

6. According to linguist Noam Chomsky, why do we acquire language?

7. Eric Lenneberg claimed that if a first language isn’t learned by___________, it may be too late. 

8. What did Marilyn Rigler teach Genie to do?

9. Why did the National Institute of Health stop funding the study on Genie in 

1974?

10. What did the lawsuit filed by Genie’s mother claim about the testing done on Genie?

11. Why was finding Genie so important for our understanding of nature and nurture in the development of language? In your discussion, briefly describe the nature - nurture debate in developmental psychology.  (2pts)

12. Given Genie’s behavior, was it determined that nature, nurture, or both play significant roles in the development of language? Provide evidence to support your answer. 

13. Do you agree with the decision to study Genie closely in a laboratory setting?  Explain if the benefits of what could be learned from such a study would outweigh the costs?  If you were in charge, how would you handle Genie’s case?  (2pts)

