Maxed Out Video Questions and Reflection
1. What does the gentleman who is sitting at a table in Las Vegas believe people always want?​

2. How many credit card offers every year are sent out by credit card companies?

3. How much does the movie claim bank made available in credit card debt that past year?




1 trillion   

 2 trillion                          3 trillion

4. Over the last 5 years, credit card fees have gone up by what percentage?

5. The movie notes the average credit card debt load for a family is $9,205.  What will they typically pay interest payments?

6. Why would credit card companies WANT you to be late?

7. The professor notes that those who have been through bankruptcy are popular choices for banks and credit card companies.  One reason is because they can’t file for bankruptcy again.  What is the other reason?

8. What was Providian doing to the payments (Checks) people sent them?  Why?
9. John is the gentleman who used to work at a bank.  What does he claim banks primarily look for in hiring new employees?

10. According to the video, what is one of the fastest growing industries on Wall Street?

11. According to the debt collectors how do they attempt to motivate people to pay?

12. What was the underlying reason why the man’s wife was missing?

13. Which is the better description of the perspective of the owner of Yuppie Pawn?



A.  Most of his customers are in a temporary bind, little repeat business



B.  Most of his customers use him as their bank, many for years

14. Why are banks reluctant to cut out those people who are likely to file for bankruptcy?

15. The investigative reports, Mike Hudson, compared credit card debt to sharecropping.  Meaning what?

16. Why do you believe credit card companies often target college students?

17. In the old fashioned video, what are the 3 “C’s” of credit that are listed?

18. Regarding credit bureaus, what does the movie suggest is the inaccuracy rate (what percentage of reports have something inaccurate?
19. What right do credit reporting agencies often infringe upon?

20. Who was George W. Bush’s top campaign contributor?

21. Why do credit agencies want to change the bankruptcy laws?

22. In what year did Mr. Durst create the national debt clock?

23.  What has the government done with the money in the Social Security trust fund?

24. On average, for every $1.00 that is collected by the credit card companies in principal, how much is collected in interest and fees?

25. What did you learn from watching the Maxed Out video as far as the dangers and responsibilities of using credit?

