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The lour seasons occur only in lhe {emperale zones' The Atclic Cicle'

23.5" fiom lhe Norlh Pole, is lhe soulhern boundary o'l the Arcb'c or

Notth Polat Zone. ln this zone, the sun lails lo rise during lhe winler

monlhs. The sun stays below the horizon lor one day at the Arctic

Circle and lor six monlhs at the North Pole' During lhe summer lhe

sun lails to set ior a comparable period ol iime. The Topic ol capricorn

is the soulhern boundary ol the Tropical Zo^e and the southernmosl

paraltel (23.5" S) where lhe sun appears overhead (noon ol the winler

solslic€; see p. 44). This line also mart's lhe norlhern border ol the

South Temrx.]rale Zone, which is limited to lhe soulh by lhe Anlarclic '
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CN: (1) Colu the continents. Nole lhat Anlarclica (C)

c€n be seen in its entiety on lhe small globe. (2) Color tht

titles ol lhe oceans gray. (3) Colot lhe names ol lhe Eanh

Zones and the oLrtet bands ol the lage mapq rvfiich

reilesent the regions ol each zone.

Earlh zones are defined by imaginary lines of lalilude circling the globe'

parallel lo the Eoualor. The latilude lines shown above are nol parallel

b€cause of the type ol map proieclion used (they are parallel in the

small -olobal 
vievr to lhe ri,oht). The Tropical or Torrici Zone is lhe larqesl

and hottest. The sun is always ghining direclly cver some part ol lhis

zone. ll is bounded by lhs 7ror,'cs ot Cancet and Capriccrn' The Eoua'

ror passes through lhe cenler ol lhe Trooical Zone, hatfwa)' belween

the two poles. dividing the earth inlo Northe{n and Soulhern Hemi'

soheres. The norlhem boundary ol the Topical Zone is the Tropic ol

Cancer,lhe norlhemmosl parallel (23.5" N lalilude).where the sun
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Conlinents are large land masses wilh adiacenl islands' sur-

rounded or nearlyiunounded by rlrala' The sevenconlinents

cwer srignUy tess than 30o,o ot lire earlh's surlace' The resl ol

our'trrat6r planet" is covered I lour oceans anci manY seas

(shallower exlensions ol oceani' partially sunounded by land)'
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LAND ARFJ

17?30.000 sc mi (44'625.7m !rnz)

11.7oo.Ocn s4 mi (30279'600 krn?)

9.4m.@O sq mi (24.346.680 kmz)

6.000.000 scl mL (17.871.400 km?)

5.400.000 sq mi (13-085.000 km?)

3.$0.m0 so mi (9'857'900 l'xn1

3.300.000 sq. mi. (8'547'000 km?)

OCZAN

Paciiic
AUanlic

rya oF TOTAL OCEAN ABEA

4g.2 fi.100.000 sq mi (165'e90 B0O km?)

24.6 32220.000 so mi (83 335'360 kmr)

2?.o 28.900.000 so mi (7a'7932o0 km'?)

MAXIMUM DEPTH

36,170 lt (ll.O27 m)

30200 tt (9207 m)

24,aa0 lt (7.a5t m)


