THE INCAS

The early hislory of the Incas is a myslery.
Since the Incas never developed a system of writing,
we musl rely on the wrilings of their Spanish con-
querors lor any Incan history that we know. We can
also study artilacts of the ancient cities for clues 10
the early Incas’ slory. "

Wa do know some Incan myths, One early
siory is thal the sun god crealed the first Incan,
Manco Capac, and his sister. The god told them 1o
go and teach other Indians. They went into the
wilderness lo establish a city. They named their city
Cuzco, and il became the capital of the Incan em-
pire.

The Incas probably began as one of many
small Iribes in tha Andes Mouniains, Al ils peak, the
Incan empire spread through pans of what arenow <
Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Bolivia, and Argentina, The The Incas conquered a vast empire In
incan land included desen, lertile valleys, somerain  Seuth Amarica, constructad s 12,000-mlle
lorests, and Ine Andas Mountains. rond system, and devaloped lerrace farm-

The Incas conquered most of their territory ™ " M
uynoer the leadership of Pachacutéc, who ruled from 1438 to 1471, The Incas crushed mos!
of the othet, iribes during brutal fighting.

The Incan ampire was so large that they built a system ol roads thal sireiched over
12,000 miles. The Incas did not use wheelad vehicles on their roads. The greatroad system
was lor pedestrians. Only ihe road system of the ancienl Aomans was equalta thatof the
Incas.

The Incas developed lerraca farming. They cut lerraces into the steep sides of the
mountains lo create more farm land. They also dug irrigation systems 1o bring water from
lhe mountain streams 1o the lerraces. Many of the Incan roads, lerraces, and irfigation
dilchas are slill in use loday,

The llama was an important animal for the Incas. They lamed the llama and used it
lor ransportation of men and malerials, The llama also provided the Incas wilh wool and
lood.

Theincas developed a counting system thal used a based of ten. Theyused a guipus
|0 remember numbers. The quipus had a main cord about two feel long. Thay tied many
colored strings Lo the main cord, Each string had knots tied in il. The color of the strings and
|he distance between the knots had special meanings.

The Incan civilizalion was al its peak when the Spanish arrived. Francisco Pizarro
led the Spanish invaders against the Incas. After a series of fierce battles, he Spanish
delealed the Incan king, Atahualpa, and in 1533 he was killed. The descendants of the
Incas, like hose of the Mayas and Azlecs, continued 1o live under ihe rule of the Spanish.
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Why is so little known about the early history of lhe Incas?

2. According 1o legend, who was the first Incan?

3. What was Ine capital of the Incan empire named?

4, Whera is it beliavad that the Incan tribe began?

5. Under whose reign did the Incan empire grow mast?

6. Wha! did the size ol the empire compel the Incas lo do?

7. How did the Incas grow crops in the mounlains?

8. How was tha llama benelicial to the Inzas?

9. What Incan invention helped with counting?

10. Who defeated the Incas?




THE INCA AND HIS
GOVERNMENT

Inca was the litle of the ruler of
2 Incan empire. Al lirst, the word
it3" meant 1ne children of the sun
« Inti. It Iater became the tille of the
ler. Today, we also use Inca o mean
e people ol the tribe.

Theancient Incas believed their
ler was a descendant of the gods.
yey worshiped him as both a god and
ruler, and he had absolute power,

The Inca had many wives. His
ain wile was his queen. Her litle was
sya. The Inca's sister could also be
s coya. The Inca migh! have over
% children. The oldest son of the "The Inca and his main wils, the coya, were carrlad In &
a did nol automaticdlly become the 5% e by Suvaris.
ex ruler: instead, a council of nobles chose the next ruler. Usually, the council chose the
Jos! promising son ol he coya. At times tha selection of the new Inca led 1o fighting among
1e supporers ol various sons. '

A borla, or Incan crown, was worn by the Inca. It had a Iringe of brightly colored cords.
iold lubes decoraled the end ol each cord. The Inca wore garments of the finest weol. Each
| his garments was wom only cnce. The Inca ate and drank only from gold plates and
oblets.

Servanis carried the Inca on a platiorm and chair made ol gold since he didn't walk
yeal distances. The chair, called & litter, had a canopy of gold and jewels to prolecl Ihe Inca
rom rain and the rays ol Ihe Sun.

Each Inca had & new palace buill, The walls of the Inca's palace were decorated with
j0ld. The Inca’s Inrone was also gold.

The empire had a 30-day period of mourning afier the death of the Inca. Priests
nummilied 1he Inca’s body. Many of the Inca's servanis volunteered lo die, because they
yelieved that they would then be abla to continue 10 serve the Inca. The oid palace became
1 shrine for tha previous Inca. They pul the Inca's mummilied bedy inlo tha shrine, and the
yeople Ihen worshiped the mummies of the Incas.

The Incas had an efficient govemment. The rulers, priests, and generals all came
rom the noble class. Most were relatives of the Inca. The Inca used the road and bridge
;ystem 1o help him govern. Massengers and soldiers were able to move quickly throughout
he empire,

All Incan men gave the governmeni physical labor, This was the mita, of service ax,
The government buill the greal palaces, public buildings, and roads wilh this labor.
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1, What was the title of the ruler of the Incan empire?

2. Why did the people worship their ruler?

3. What was the title of 1he Incan queen?

4, How was a naw fular chosen?

§. What was the royal crown called? Dascriba it.

6. How did the ruler traval?

7. Whal did each new ruler have? Why?

B, How were dead rulers remembered?

9, What was Ihe name ol the Incan capital?

10. What was a mita?




INCAN RELIGION

Like the other Indian tribes, the Incas
worshipped many godsand goddesses. The
vajor Incan god was the god ol nalure,
‘iracocha, the craalor. .

Another Incan god was Inti, the sun
0d, Gold was the symbol ol Inti. Tha sun
jodiemplais lhe most imponant structure in
*uzco, the major city of the Incas. The Incas
yalieved Inti was the lather ol Incan rulers,
Mhey worshippad the ruler as a living god.

Major Incan goddesses included
hose of the earth and the sea. The Incas
slsoworshipped many lesser gods and god-
sesses. These included gods of thunder,
the Moon, 5lars, rainDows, and others.

Tha Incas believed thay could leam
(he will of the gods by divining. Divining is
s1udying objects 1o find magic signs. Priests

would look at things such as animal organs,
flames ol a fire, or movements ol animals, and from these they would iry to discover il it was

a good day lor planting crops, going 1o war, or making other important decisions.

In addition to the gods and goddasses. the Incas worshipped huacas. A huacé was
a seared ptace of thing, Huacas included mummies of the dead, temples, holy places, and
1hings ol nature such as mouniains, springs, and Sl1ONes. Each Incan lamily had small
statues intheir homes of huacas. The slalues were sacred lo thal family.

Religious ceremonias were an impontant part of Incan ife. Each family had daily
prayerslotheirhuacas. The priests performed daily ceremonies at the various temples, The
high prigst %as a lavorite relative of the ruler.

The Incas 'held a major religious festival during each of Ine 12 months of their
calendar. The Incan year began in Dacember with tha Capac Raimi. This means “the
magnificent festival.” This was the mast imporiant and elaborate of all celebrations. Pauca
Huaray, in March, celebrated the ripening of the earth. The June ceremony of Inti Raimiwas
the lestival of the Sun. Uma Raimi, the festival of the water, occurred in Oclober.

Some riluals happened inside the terrplas. The greal monthly festivals occurred
putdoors. All ol the peopla could take part in them. The calebrations included dancing,
leasts, games, songs, and parades. The ceramonies also included sac ritices and offerings.
Incas sacriliced animals such as the liama and guinea pigs. Al timas human sacrifices,
including child sacrilices, were par ol Ihe rituals.

Winged attendants of the thundar god are
shown In profile rather than full {aca. The figures
have rayed headdresses and carry HELES
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Who was the major Incan god?

2. What was the pame of the 5

un god?

3. What was the sun qod's symbol?

4. What is divining?

5, Whal was @ huaca?

NP
§, How many months d

id the Incas have in their calendar?

;._Whal avenls were hald each month?

;wr\al was the most imponant fes!

ival? When was it heid?

-Q_INhere did the festivals l1ake

place? Why?

10. What types

of things were sacrificed al festivals?




INCAN ROADS AND
BRIDGES

The Incas built one of the an-
cient world's best ranspontation sys-
tems. They buill roads and bridges lo
keep Iha empire 1ogether. The trans-
portation system allowedthem lohave
last communicalion between villages
and cilies. They also used it to move
lood and other supplies. The roads
also allowed mililary 1roops 10 move
laster,

The Incan roads stretched lor
more lhan 10,000 miles. The Incas
had womajor roads. The Royal Road
was 3,250 miles long. It went from the
northern border ol the empire through
Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia into Ar: The Apurimac Chaca, the hangling bridge over the
gentina and Chile. Apurimec River In Paru, was ene of the mest famous of

The other major road, the 1heIncanchacas, it Is known as The Bridge of San Luls
coastalhighway, was 2,520mileslong. R°¥ In lllerature,

It ran from ihe village of Tumbes in the north, Through the deset, then into Chile.,

Severalother roads ran between the two major ones. The slandard width of the roads
was 24 leel. They were narrower only when natural barriers were in the way. The roads
included side walls [0 keep oul sand drifts and 1o mark the road. Thare were also markers
along Ihe rod lo lell the distance to the next village.

Incan workers provided the labor o build the roads as part of 1he “labor tax" they paid
lo the government. Government engineers directad the workers,

The roads belonged 1o Ihe government. No one could use the road without special
permission, The Incas did nol use wheeled vehicles on lheir roads, The travelers and
messengers walked lo their destinations. The Incas used llamas 10 carry goods on the
r0ads. They buill rest houses called tampus about every 12 10 20 miles along the roads. In
addition lo providing a placa lo rest, most tampus also had lood available.

The Incas buill causeways 1o elevale the roads in swampy areas. They also buill
imazing brigges, which they called chacas. The hanging bridges are the most lamous of
heIncanchacas. One Incan bridge was over 250 feet long, Built in 1350, it lasted until 1890.

The Incas used the fibars of the maguey plant 1o weave the cable for the bridges. The
nain cables were lrom lour 1o five feet thick. Incan workers had 1o replace the cables about
svery (wo years,

The Incas also buill pontoon bridges made of reed boals lied logether, Another lype
)l Incan bridge had a baskel hung Irom a cable sirelched between two sione lowers.
Travelers go! inlo the baskel, and a werkman then pulled along the cable 1o the other side,
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

Name

1. How many miles of Incan roads were there?

2. What was lhe longes! Incan road ca lled?

3. What was the name of the other major Incan road?

4. How wide wera most Incan roads?

5. What kind of walls did the roads have? Why?

8. What were Incan rest houses called?

7. Whal was a chaca?

8. what plant fibers did the Incas weave logether 10 make cables for their bridge

g. Of what were pontoon bridge boalts made?

10. Dascribe another type of Incan bridge.




NCAN AGRICULTURE

Many of Ihe loods we use loday
re also pan of the Incan diet. Incan
mers grew, a grealer variety of crops
in any olher ancient American Iribe.
/gy grew polatoes, comn, lomaloas, avo-
d0s, peppers, sirawberries, peanuls,
shews, squash, beans, pineapples,
ocolale, and other crops. :

The potalo was the most impor-
nl food of the Incas. They called it
apa. The Incas had many varielies and
slors of polatoes, and loday we know of yging step-like terraces carved Into the mountain
Dol those varieties, The polatobecame  sides, the Incas created more flat land for srope. The
1@ main source of lood for the Incas terraces, which are still used today, alsa halped con
ince they could plant il at great heights 10! soll erosion.

1 the Andas Mountains. Some of the variaties of potato would

egion,
The Incas used the first known freaze-dried process. They left he polaloes outside

o Ireezs. Then the Incas irampled the potatoes by loo! lo squeeze the waler oul of them.
vext they left them in the sunlight to dry. The Incas called ihese dried potatoes churiu. The
Incas preserved chuiu either whole or ground into flour. Chufiu would las! for years withoul
spoiling and was easy lo slore. The Incas were able to eal it throughoul the year.

Corn was another important Incan crop, Tha Incas planted over 20 variaties ol com.
Corn is calied maize by many Indian tribes, The Incas named it sara. Corn was grown only
in thg lower regions,

The mountains presented larmers with special challenges. To creale enough [lat
land lor the crops, the Incas carved flal step-iike lerraces into the mountain sides, The
[erraces also helped [0 keep the soil Irom being eroded. Moderm Andes farmers slill use
many ol 1hg ancient Incan (erraces.

Planting the crops was a group effort, The men would break up the soil with planting
sticks. The women then followed, putting the seeds into the earth. The children often worked
in the fields (o scare away birds and animals thal might eat tha crops bafore the harvesl.

The Incas also developed a system to carry the water of ihe mountain streams lothe
lerraces. They dug canals and 1unnels and buill raised aqueducts to carry the water, The
Incan watel sysiem is still In use today.

Farming was the subject ol many Incan
season, the Incas made sacrifices to the rain god. Al another major fes
thanked Ihe gods lor a good harvesl.

also resis! the lrosts of the

religious ceremonies. Alter (ha planting
tival, the Incas

wale

Nama

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Whal was tha mos! important food 1o the anclent Incas?

2, How many variaties of this crop ware there? )

3, Why was this food popular?

&, What was tha Incan name for com?

5. Wnat wera Incan “Ireeze dried” potaloes called?

&. How did the Incas make more flal farm land?

7. How did Incas irrigate their fam land?

8. Wha! in the text might make you believe that the Incas designed things 10 last?

9. Why might farming be the subject ol religious ceremonies?

10. When dld Incas sacrifice lo the rain god?



THE LLAMA:
THE ANIMAL OF
THE INCAS

The mos! important animal 1o the
ncas was the llama. |t was the only large
\ative animal of the Wastern Hemisphere
o be tamad, The hotse and cow cama 10
he Americas later, The Incas were the
snly people of South or Central Americato
J5€ animals o help in their work.

The llama is a member of the camel
amily. It is about four leel tall at its shoul-
Jer and about lour leet long plus a tail of
sboul sixinches. An adult llama can weigh The lama was used as a pack animal by the Incas,
up10.300 pounds. The lama has a slender and It was also a source of wool, leathar, and maal.
body, long neck, and long thin lags. Its head is similar to that of a camel. It has larga eyes
and a pointed snout wilh 2 split nose. |ts hoovas have lwo loas.

Alihough ihe llama does nol have a hump like ils cousin the camel, its body slores
water wall, The llama can travel great distances without needing water.

The Incas used llamas to carry food and trading goods throughout the empire. The
animal is well suiled to the rugged mountains of the Andes. It also adapts well to high
Altiludes, The llama can carry loads of about 100 to 130 pounds and can easily travel six
o 12 miles per day over uneven ground. On fla: ground it can travel 2010 25 miles in one
say. The lama can even run faster than & horse when necessary.

The llama was, and stil is, a source of wool, Its wool Is thick and greasy and comes
navariety of colors, Thg Incas used llama wool to make blankets, ropes, and sacks (o carry
joods. Thay Ianned;lh?hiﬁ of the lama to make leather. Many Incas used this leather (o
nake sandals. i ‘

The llama was also a sourca of lood. The Incas dried llama meat in the heat of the
3un, Cnarq:.;i is tha Incan nama lor dried llama meal, OQur word “jerky” comas from the Incan
~Org charqui, 1

Today the llama is still an impornant anirmal in the Andes Mountains, The descen-
jants of he ancient Incas use the llama in much the same way as their ancestors did.

L |
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Name

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. What was the only large animal native to the Westem Hemisphere 10 be tamed?

2 What animal is the llama ralated 107

3, How much can an adult lama weigh?

4, Why is the llama @ good animal to hava in the Andes Mountains?

5. How much can a llama carry?

6. How las! can a llama run?

7. What is llama wool good for?

8. What is llama leather good for?

g, Whal is charqui?

10. How are lamas uselul loday?




INCAN WEAVING

Weaving was one of the mos! impor-
ant eralts ol the ancient Incas. The women
Jidmosiofthe dyinq.igpinning. and weaving
al clolh, However many Incan men wera
also weavers. i, '

Tha Incas used wool for weaving
most of theircloth, Liama wool is very coarse
and is varied in color. The Incas used il lo
make biankets and ropes. Wool from the
alpaca is white with some gray and brown.
The Incas used alpaca wool 10 weave cloth-
ing. The wool Irom the vicufia s a soft fiber,
They used vicuha wool lor weaving the
finest cloth, When the Spanish invaders first
saw cloth woven from vicufia wool, they One type of loom usad by Incan women was the
thought il was silk, backstrap loom,

Cotton could not be grown in the mountain regions of the Incas. When the Incan
empire spread 10 the coast, cotlon bacame available through trade with other Iribes and
s00n became popular with the Incan weavers,

Threa types of looms were used by Incan weavers. The most unusual was the
backstrap loom. They tied ona end of the loom 1o & tree. They then tied the otherend toa
pell that went around the weaver's back. The Incas also used a horizontal loom. It was
sirelched about a foot off the ground between wooden Supports. They also used a venical
Joom, attachad 10 a wall. The weaver using this loom would stand 10 work,

Incan cloth had bright, bold colors. They oblained the colors lo dye iné wool from
many sources. They used metals such as copper and tin lor some of the dyes. The Incas
also used vegetable dyes. The indigo plant gave a bright biue dye, andiheachiole lree was
the source ol a briliant red dye, A dye made from ground shelitish provided a deep pumle
color.

Several sleps wera necessary in the production of wool cloth. The Incas gathered
1he woo! from the animals, The women then dyed the wool. After drying it, thay spun the wool
into thréad. Nexi, they wove the thread into cloth, Tha Incan weavers used geomalric
patierns. Sgldom did a weaver repeal the same patiem.

The Incas used embroidery lo decorate some of the cloth. Soma of the better
garments had decorations of gold, silver, or copper attached to them, and soma garmenits
had leathers woven into them for exira color and decoration.

A group of women called the “chosen women" lived in the temples. They wove the
linest woal inlo garments for the ruler. Ha only wore each garment once, and then il was
destroyed. |

Today, descendants of the ancient Incas still weave beautilul, bright textiles. The
methods and designs usad have remained unchanged for about 3,000 years.

A0
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Name three animals the Incas used as sources of wool.

2. What did they use to meke blankets and ropa?

3, What was alcapa used for?

4. Wnat did the Spanish think the finest wool cloth really was?

5. Whal item became popular as the Incan empire grew?

6. What lype of loom that was used by the Incas was most unusual?

7. What types of minerals were used as sources ol dye colors?

8. Whal color was odtained Irom the indigo piani?

9. From what did the Incas ge! purple dya?

10, What did the “chosen women" da?




THE INCAS AND THE
SPANISH CONQUEST

The Incas had little contact
vith the Mayas or the Azlecs. Thay
fid not know of the earliest arrival of
he white man, nor did they know of .
he Spanishiconquest ol the other
ribes. P .

The Incan ruler, Huyayna
-apac, died in 1525. He did not
:hoose an heir 1o become the new
uler, Two ol his sons, Alahualpa and
{uscar, lought each other for this
ionor, Their lighting caused a bloody
ivilwar that lasted lor over five years.
vshualpa won Ihe war and becams
e next ruler, He then ordered tha After agreeing to meet with the Spanish, Atahualpa was
iealh ol thousands of Huscar's sol- smbushed by Plzarro and his men. Alahualpa pald a huge
hiers and his lamily. ransom In gold and sllver, bul the Spanish axecuted him

The incas soon received re- """
ons of strange-looking pala men with beards. An enemy lribe of the Incas captured a
hipwracked European on the coast of Brazil. He joined the enemies in somae fighting
gainst he Incas. He was the first whita man that the Incas ever saw, The Incas also heard
lories of white men arriving in giant boats.

The Spanish landed on the Caribbean coast on May 13, 1532, Over 180 Spanish
oldiers arrived lo search for gold. Led by Francisco Pizarro, they brought with them guns,
mor, & cannon, and horses, This was the first time that horses appeared in the new werld.
hese slrange new animals lascinaled and frightened the Incas.

Alahualpa and Pizarro agreed lo mee! in a courtyard in the lown of Cajamarca.
tahualpa and his men arrived without weapons. The Incas beliaved the Spanish might be
ads, and so they did nol wanl to offend the Spanish by being armed.

The Spanish, however, had planned an ambush. Alahualpa arrived in ihe counyard
uried on a gold thronk. The Spanish then opened fire, They soon killed over 2,000 Incas,
he Spanish caplured Alahualpa and pul him in a prison. Alahualpa agreed 10 pay the
panish a ransom of gnough gold and silver to fill his prison cell,

Even‘afier he paid Ihe ransom, the Spanish relused lo Iree Alahuzlpa. They
»ndemned Alahualpa‘to death and gave him a choice: would he prefer thal they strangle
m of burn him a1 ine stake? He chosé sirangulation. With Atahualpa's death, tha greal
tan empire came under Spanish rule and influence.

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Why dign't the Incas know about tha Spanish conguesl of other lribes?

2. Why was Ihere a civil war among the Incas?

3. How long did the civil war last?

4, Wha won the civil war?

5, Wha was tha first white man ever seen by the Incas?

6. When did the Spanish land on the Caribbean coast?

7. Who was the leader of the Spanish?

8. What did the Spanish bring with them that frightened the Incas?

9. Why did the Incas meel the Spanish unarmed?

10, What did the Incan ruler fill with geld and silver?




