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She studied hard. By the age of 10, she knew
what she wanted from life. “I'm going to college
no matter what,” she would tell her mother.

Fernanda knew she wasn't living in the
United States legally. But she convinced herself
it didn’t matter. “I pretended I was just like the
other students,” she says.

In high school, she couldn’t pretend
anymore. Her friends started to get driver’s
licenses and jobs. Fernanda couldn’t do either.
And without a good job, how could she pay for
college? Her dream began to feel out of reach.

PAUSE AND THINK: Why did Fernanda’s
dreom start to feel out of reach?
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A Nation of Immigrants

Today, more than 40 million immigrants
live in the U.S. legally. That means they have
permission from the American government to
be here. Most immigrants are allowed to come
to the U.S. because they have close family
members living here already.

But the U.S. limits the number of people
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who can immigrate legally every year. That's
why about 11 million people face a problem
similar to Fernanda’s. They are living in the U,
without permission from the government. The
are known as undocumented immigrants.
They don’t have documents—or papers—givin
them permission to live here.

% PAUSE AND THINK: What is an
undocumented immigrant?

Living on the Edge

Life is uncertain for most undocumented
immigrants. Kids can go to school. But as teens
they can't get a driver’s license. Undocumented
students can apply to most colleges. But
financial aid is almost impossible to get.
Undocumented immigrants find ways to work-
and some of them even pay taxes. But few high
paying jobs are available to them.

Many Americans think undocumented
immigrants should be forced to leave the
country. In fact, each year, more than 300,000
people are deported.



