7. Brain Tumor

One of the most recent theories about Poe's death suggests that the author succumbed
to a brain tumor, which influenced his behavior before his death. When Poe died, he
was buried, rather unceremoniously, in an unmarked grave in a Baltimore graveyard.
Twenty-six years later, a statue was erected, honoring Poe, near the graveyard's
entrance. Poe's coffin was dug up, and his remains exhumed, in order to be moved to
the new place of honor. But more than two decades of buried decay had not been kind
to Poe's coffin—or the corpse within it—and the apparatus fell apart as workers tried to
move it from one part of the graveyard to another. Little remained of Poe's body, but
one worker did remark on a strange feature of Poe's skull: a mass rolling around inside.
Newspapers of the day claimed that the clump was Poe's brain, shriveled yet intact after
almost three decades in the ground.

We know, today, that the mass could not be Poe's brain, which is one of the first parts of
the body to rot after death. But Matthevy Pearl], an American author who wrote a novel
about Poe's death, was nonetheless intrigued by this clump. He contacted a forensic

pathologist, who told him that while the clump couldn't be a brain, it could be a brain
tumor, which can calcify after death into hard masses.

According to Semtner, Pearl isn't the only person to believe Poe suffered from a brain
tumor: a New York physician once told Poe that he had a lesion on his brain that caused

his adverse reactions to alcohol.



