More Causes of the French Revolution
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]Directions: Answer the following questions about causes of the French Revolution using the readings below.1.) Why was the French Government bankrupt in 1787? Give 2 reasons.







2.) What effect did the poor harvest have on the ordinary people of France?




3.) Why might members of the third estate have felt under-represented at the meeting of the Estates General in May 1789?











4.) What were the hopes of each of the parties involved?
King:


Middle class:


Peasants:


[image: ]5.) What mistakes did King Louis make at the meeting, and what did his mistakes lead to? (clue: problem 4)





6.) Read source C. According to this source, what were French villages like? Were they all like the one described? Explain.


	7.) What are the peasants of Brittany threatening at the end of source C? Use words from the source to add detail to your answer.





8.) What does the author of source D think about the calling of the Estates General?
9.) Using the information on this sheet, and your previous notes on the French Revolution, write a one paragraph including evidence answer to the question: 
Why was France on the brink of revolution by 1789? 



1st Estate
Clergy


2nd Estate
Nobility


3rd Estate
Bourgeoisie, Workers, Peasants
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Problem 4 - The National Assembly, June 1785,

swearing ot to separate urtil they have.
given Fronce « conchtution.

The deputie of th tind etate, having grown ired o the
argumerts v how ssch arder shoud vote, deckred
hensches o mationa aszenbly. Trey represented 6% of
he poulationand e hat hey were he fru palcment.
They e o drw p & constintion showig how Frence
e to b,

On Tune 20°. the members of hiz csenbly met ot the
oyl fermiscaurt. Thy pledged onocth (T Temz Court
Qath) rot to leave until the King ogreed to meet their
emerds. e geve wey ad depaties of the first an sszand
xtetes became part of e Natioel Assambly.

Source C. - From the collection of Cahlers
taken to the Estates-Ceneral.

O rich citzens be s0 good as fo leme for a fime
your chateaue ond poloces and be. =0 good o< o
glarce at those ufartunctes whose muscles are
only occupied in working for you. What do you see
in our vilages? A fou weckened men, foces
withread by poverty and sheme, their wives haing
100 meny children, ther cildren wearing rogs

" Al the pessants in our neighbourhood
Brittany - e moking ready to refuse the church
tax-gatherers and stote thet nothing ill be faken
without loodched.

Source D. — A modern view of the calling of
the Estates Ceneral.

The King warted 1o hear the voice o his pesple
i order o right ol wrongs, What o surprisng
developmert. . The King was albpowerful
shercore, he peopl thought, the wrorgs mst
be cbout o end. The pensants chewed ove fheir
=ffering with growing bitterress now that they
hod bean imited to speak. They dredged up from
the depthe of fheir minds memaries from post
sufterings

(The. modern French Historen, Lefebue, Lo
Revolution Francaise, 1951)
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45 i the systomof estates in Fronce wasnt crough fo caus resentrmert amog he lower clesses, fowerds fhe.
ndl of the 1700, France was experiencing fher problems foo.

Problem 1 - MONEY.

By 1787, the French goverrment was bankeupt. Tt was 4000 mllion ires in debt. France hod spert o lef of
money fightig costly wors. bt had nathing o show fr f. Many people aocuscd the royals, especilly Queen
Marie- Antoinette o <pending foa much mney on ks, Others <aid that the fox 5ystem wos corrupt and
<ome tax-oolcctors did ot hard ol their taxes over fo the govermmert.
T 787 the King asked the rbilty 1o hlp him reform the fax system. As we arcady krow.
@ [ members of the first and second ectate i ot hve 1o pay same faxes. King Lous XVI
$

[ warted them o startpaying ome of them Tt i< not suprising that fhey refused o do so

Problem 2 - Bad harvest.

Mast pespl in Fronce depended heaily on agriciture and farming in the 1700s.
Tn the years 787 - 1789, terrble weather, hoovy rain, hard wirters and foo hot
summere I 1o three very bad harvestein Frarce.

This e fo peasants ond formers having smallr incomes, whie food prices rose
shargly. The poor harvests clso meant that many French farmers became
nemplyed. Many poorer pecple were starving bt codd not afford food and
could rot find a job. Meorwhie, the robity. th.clergy and King Louis end his
Fomily continued fo v i the ko of ey, n heir paloces end chateaux.
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Problem 3 - Lous cals the Esfates Generol. May - Jure 1785

T gt 178, King L XVE e e Esttes Gansrl
otheningof represetatves fam l freeesttes fa 1
Foet e s 614

The Eseres Gorere met o he i of Versalles, st
GutaePar, n Moy 1789, Thare were 100 menbers. o
e, dvdd o e orders. The ol he gy, ard
5t st ich rgresertd rlons o avirery French
el ny cortaned  th depis (g e
v lupers) Toe bin hap e Esftes Geneal wadd cprove row ares. The roble ard e dergy
p e waid oril T ffin o sonfn e prloged Wates. The il chsscs hed for o
Engish sty demeracy. The peasnts haped for seiios fo thir problans and were asked by T
reesenttes 1o dow i it of complins. (aters de deaes

The ing ummoned e Etetes Garerlfo Versale. where e hd o body of rscps. S s i o
tengt 1o frghte the epresertates. He i ot presnt her it ryprepose fo discsr. 20 they
ere 5 o ik i o . Tis meent st L Gt hve el f e g





