
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Syllabus (2018-19)

Instructor: Ms. Chami
Chamiz2@dearbornschools.org

“Freedom of speech and freedom of action are meaningless without freedom to think.” -Bergen Evans
"It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it." – Aristotle

"Too often we... enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought." –JFK

"No problem can be solved by the same consciousness that created it. We need to see the world anew." Albert Einstein

“Language is the armory of the human mind, and at once contains the trophies of its past and the weapons of its future conquests.” –Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Course Description:

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition (also known as AP Lang) is a junior-level course that corresponds with the objectives and expectations outlined in the College Board Course Description. This is a rigorous course that gives students ample opportunities to examine a writer’s purpose in accordance with the writer’s use of rhetorical devices, including tone, diction, audience, organization, appeal, style, and attitude. The course also teaches students how to read and evaluate primary and secondary sources in order to incorporate them into an original composition. This course also requires students to write analytical and argumentative papers in response to a variety of prose and genres. They will learn how to link technique and meaning into well-organized, supported, logical responses to complex texts (primarily nonfiction). All students are encouraged to take the AP English Language and Composition exam in May.

In our modern era, we are bombarded with messages; it is almost as though we walk through a jungle of words so dense that nothing has meaning anymore. To be able to cut through the meaninglessness to reach truth is crucial to living well. Therefore, this course will also reflect my personal interest in the link between language and thought—which one is more powerful in informing the other? To think critically is, without exception, the most important skill you can possess in life. 

Purpose:
At the end of this course, students should be able to:

· read deeply and reflect on reading through extensive discussion, writing, and rewriting.
· write, especially in argumentative and analytical forms on a variety of subjects, such as personal experience, current events, and popular culture.
· use close reading of parts of a text to analyze and understand the meaning of the whole text focusing on writer’s use of rhetorical strategies. 
• develop clarity, complexity, self-awareness, flexibility, effectiveness, and confidence in writing.
·  develop awareness of the composing process, especially the exploration of ideas, the consideration of writing strategies, and an understanding of the value of revision.
·  study the English language, especially differences between oral and written discourse, formal  and informal language usage, while building vocabulary.
· employ rhetorical strategies as student develops his or her voice as a writer.
· write effective analytical, persuasive, reflective, and descriptive essays.
Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity refers to moral and ethical principles when engaging in academic pursuits. An integrity policy is part of an effort to nurture a community where trust, honesty, and personal integrity guide all of our dealings with one another. Personal integrity is vital to our pursuit of education and becoming educated. The responsibility to be honest, fair, and forthright with others is a responsibility that each teacher, parent, and student must accept.

Course Materials:  

· binder
· dividers
· loose leaf paper

· pen/pencil/highlighter

· sticky notes 

Yearlong Test Practice:
This will allow students to enter the AP test confident and prepared. 
Timed writing assignments will be an integral part of the preparation process. Although rewrites will not be offered on a regular basis, students will be given other opportunities to improve both writing and a grade. At times students will receive the average of two papers. Other times, students will write multiple “rough drafts” and will be allowed to choose which draft will be rewritten. The revision process is an integral part of writing, and will be emphasized.

The majority of writing will take place in class; however, some essays may be assigned and completed outside of class.

Grading:

The following grading scale will be used:

93-100=A
88-89= B+
78-79=C+
68-69=D+
Below 60%=E

92-90=A-
83-87=B

73-77=C

63-67=D



80-82=B-
70-72=C-
60-62=D-

Note:  the first semester students will be graded as high school students taking a college class. The second semester grade will reflect the grade of a college class.

Content Covered:
The course material will be predominantly nonfiction. However, poetry and fiction may supplement the nonfiction. The course will cover a wide range of topics. Sources will come from a broad range of time periods. This will help students to develop critical thinking and reading skills. Student readers will move beyond comprehension and into deep analysis. Developing this skill will not only benefit the student’s ability to pass the AP exam, it will prepare him/her for college and other courses as well.


