Argumentative Writing Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeding:  (Mastery)

4
	Meeting:  (Proficient)

3
	Approaching:  (Basic)

2
	Developing: (Not Met)

1

	Ideas & Organization:
Introduction and Claim
	· Introduces a well thought out claim at the end of the introduction with two or three reasons to be addressed in the Body Paragraphs       
	· Introduces a claim that mostly refers to the reasons to be discussed in Body Paragraphs


	· Introduces a weak claim that partially addresses reasons to be discussed in the Body Paragraphs


	· Hard to find the claim or claim does not address arguments/reasons to be discussed in the Body Paragraphs

	Ideas & Organization:
    2 or 3 Main Arguments/

Body Paragraphs
	· Arguments are well developed.  They support the claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, demonstrating a complete understanding of the topic.

	· Arguments may lack detail and development.  They support the claim with reasoning and evidence, demonstrating some 
understanding of the topic.
	· Arguments lack development.  Evidence is partially relevant
           or not completely

            thought out.
	· Poor development of arguments  They lack evidence and
            relevance.

	Ideas & Organization:
Counter-argument
	· Opponents’ viewpoint is presented and refuted by using
            convincing reasons.

	· Opposing view is acknowledged in Body 3; an average refutation with some reasons is presented.


	· Opposing view is acknowledged, but refutation is missing and/or vague
	· Opposing view is not acknowledged.
            Refutation is                                       missing. 

	Ideas & Organization:
Conclusion

	· Conclusion summarizes the claim and reasons without repeating previous sentences; writer’s opinions and suggestions for change are logical and well thought out.

	· Conclusion summarizes claim and two or three reasons. Some suggestions for change are evident.
	· Conclusion partially summarizes main argument and/or reasons and is repetitive. Suggestions for change and /or opinions are not included.
	· Conclusion does not adequately summarize the main argument or reasons. No suggestions for change or opinions are included.


