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Contact Information: Mr. Brewer


  

Room: A217
Email: 
brewers@dearbornschools.org
         
Blog: https://iblog.dearbornschools.org/brewer/
Meetings with the students and/or student’s parents are welcomed, but please email me or call ahead to schedule an appointment.

Course Description:

This 9th grade course looks at the forms of literature: short story, non-fiction, drama, poetry, and the novel. Various styles, genres, opinions, and ideas of writers will be presented for class discussion, writing assignments, and multimedia projects. The course will include direct instruction in reader’s apprenticeship (RA) strategies to improve reading levels.    The elements of fiction will also be studied, so that students may better understand the purpose of literature. Students will use the 6 + 1 Writing Traits and Thinking Maps; subsequently, they will develop writing assignments with these in mind.  Student writing assignments will be composed of personal and creative essays, responses to literature, expository and reflective essays, and an argumentative essay (using research methods and standard MLA). 

Semester 1:

Essential Question: Is it necessary to struggle in order to be successful?
· Literacy Skills/RA Routines/SSR+
· Text Sets
· Article of the Week
· Argumentative Writing
· Grammar and Conventions, Academic Vocabulary
Essential Question: How do class, religion, language, and cultural stereotypes influence how I look at and understand the world?
· Literacy Skills/RA Routines/SSR+
· Texts Sets
· Mentor Texts

· Article of the Week

· Argumentative Writing

· Grammar and Conventions, Academic Vocabulary

Semester 2:
Essential Question: Do we have a responsibility to those in trouble/less powerful/less fortunate?
· Literacy Skills/RA Routines/SSR+
· Text Sets
· Article of the Week
· Argumentative Writing

· Grammar and Conventions, Academic Vocabulary

Essential Question: What factors ruin or threaten a relationship?
· Literacy Skills/RA Routines/SSR+

· Text Sets
· Article of the Week

· Sonnet
· Argumentative Writing

· Grammar and Conventions, Academic Vocabulary

Classroom Supplies: 
You MUST come prepared for class. The teacher will NOT provide basic supplies. You are subjected to a focus card infraction every time you come to class unprepared!
-3 ring binder, loose leaf paper, and 5 clearly labeled dividers 

Divider Labels: (1) Bellwork (2) Text Sets (3) Writing (4) NOTES (5) SSR+
-Pencils, blue or black pens and a highlighter
Student Expectations:
Students are expected to be prepared both physically and mentally for class each day.  This course should not be thought of as a list of things to do in order to graduate high school, but rather a set of skills and strategies that can be applied to life. SAT & M-Step preparation will begin now.  Students should be ready to think, interact, and work on reading and writing skills.  Students are always to do their very best! I understand that learning involves making mistakes, which is what each of us is expected to do, including me! Active learning involves 4 aspects of language: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  I expect that students recognize this need and embrace the process.  I also demand respect for all peers, teachers and school property.  The students should be honest about what they think, who they are, and what they do.  Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated. If a student is guilty of plagiarism, after receiving zero credit for the assignment or exam the matter will be taken up with administration.  The student will be brought under the penalty of the Fordson High School Code of Conduct.  That student is no longer eligible to become their class valedictorian or salutatorian.  

Daily Procedures

Planners:

Student planners are expected to be accessible at all times. Students will also write homework into the planner daily.  Students that are in danger of failing will be asked to have both the parent and the teacher sign off on the planner daily. 
Bellwork/SLOT (Sustained Learning Over Time)
Students are expected to be in their SEAT by the bell.  The student will be given a specific text that will be used to practice reading and writing skills and strategies, as well as SAT prep, or the use of their Writer’s Notebook. Students will be given 5-10 minutes each day to complete their Bellwork. Shortly thereafter, the teacher will discuss the work and ask that students share their responses.  All Bellwork/SLOT will directly relate to the daily lesson and be assessed weekly for credit toward the card marking. Tardy students will NOT receive credit for Bellwork/SLOT.  No exceptions!
Silent Sustained Reading (SSR):

Each day in Language Arts class, students are expected to complete 10-20 minutes of SSR.  The students will begin the school year reading a novel of their choice. Once the student has selected a novel, it is their responsibility to come to class each day prepared. Following each SSR session, students will complete written work (logs, summaries, and reflections).  Classroom reading norms are expected to be followed! Students are also encouraged to read an additional 20 minutes each evening. 
Homework & Project Submission:

Homework is DUE when entering the class. NO exceptions. All homework, projects and exams will be evaluated in a timely manner and returned within 1-2 weeks.  Essays and projects may be returned before the end of the card marking.  All evaluated work will be returned directly to students. The work MUST be filed into the student’s LA1/2 binder and stored until the end of the semester and/or school year. 
Exam Retake Policy:

· Only one retake per summative assessment is permitted.

· The higher score is the score of record.

· Students must follow the retake process established in the respective school, but each process should include the following:

1. A written request by the student, including an explanation for requesting the retake

2. The student’s demonstration of effort to attain mastery learning, which might include test corrections, caught-up homework

3. The teacher’s approval for retake following 1 and 2 above

4. The student’s arranging with the teacher for retake

5. Completion of the retake within a reasonable time frame, e.g. within 2 weeks of the original summative assessment

· Retakes may be in a different format from the original summative assessment.

· End-of-semester exams cannot be retaken.
Additional Guidelines:

· If a student cheats on a test, the student cannot retake the test.

· A reasonable attempt is made on the original test.  

· If a student does not show up for a scheduled retake time and/or date, another retake opportunity will not be scheduled.  

Late Work:

Assignments are given due dates for a reason: student work deserves time to be fairly evaluated. Students should be mindful of this. NO LATE WORK is ACCEPTED under any condition.  

Make-up Responsibilities from Absence:

If the student has an excused absence, it is his/her responsibility to see the class iBlog (address provided above). All assignments, notes, etc. will be posted to the blog each day.  All make-up work is expected within 2 days of the student’s return.  All make-up quizzes and tests are to be scheduled with the teacher the day that the student returns.  Quizzes and exams may be taken within a week.  Any student that travels during the school year will not be given work ahead of time.  Please see the teacher upon return.  Any student that “skips” a class period when there is a quiz or exam will NOT be allowed to make-up the credit.  It is a “0.”  It is also worth noting that it is the policy of the Language Arts Department that no student will be permitted to take his or her final exam early under any circumstance.  In addition, all missing assignments incurred as a result of leaving school before the official end of the semester will be marked as zeroes in the grade book.  Lastly, the Dearborn Public Schools audit policy will be applied to all absences.  

Restroom:

There are ABSOLUTELY NO passes!

Food & Drink:
There is ABSOLUTELY NO food or drink brought into the classroom besides a bottle of water!
Rules:

1. The teacher’s desk is OFF LIMITS!

2. Respect yourself, your teacher, fellow classmates and all ideas shared in this room.

3. One voice at a time and when called upon.

4. The classroom is left the SAME WAY that it is found.

5. Headphones/ear buds should not be visible!
6. No CELL PHONES!
CELL PHONE POLICY 
The Fordson High School Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy helps to support a safe and productive learning environment in our school, and supports the Dearborn Public Schools Bylaws & Policies regarding use of cellular phones (policy 5518). Cell phones/electronic devices have become a distraction to the learning process. Students should not bring electronic devices to be used throughout the school day. However, if they choose to bring them, the following policy will be strictly adhered to for the upcoming school year: 
Fordson High School will not be responsible or liable for, the theft, loss, data loss, damage, destruction, misuse or vandalism of any student’s personal electronic device brought onto school property. 
Students may possess or use personal electronic devices on school property during these designated times:  
· Before school until the beginning of the school day (7:15 a.m.) 

· During a student’s lunch period  

· After school after the bell rings at 2:15  

Throughout the rest of the school day, cell phones (including multiple phones per student, as well as “dummy/fake” phones) should be turned off, and turned into a teacher-designated area in the classroom, and out of sight in the hallways between classes. (For PE/gym classes, the phones need to be locked and secured in the gym locker. It cannot be seen or heard during the class hour). 
By allowing students to carry cell phones/electronic devices into the building, students and their families are consenting to a search of that property by school officials when the need to conduct a search is determined. Instances may include, but are not limited to: bullying, harassment, academic integrity (cheating), threats, inappropriate or unintended photos of students and staff, or any other actions deemed inappropriate by administration. 
If a student is found to be in violation of this Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy, the personal electronic device WILL BE confiscated by school personnel. 
· First Violation: The device will ONLY be returned to a parent/guardian at the end of the day/beginning of the next day.  

· Second Violation: The device will be ONLY be returned to a parent/guardian on the next Monday or Friday, which will be designated as cell phone pick up day (depending on when the incident took place).  

· Third Violation: The device will be kept by the school until the end of the school year/semester and must be picked up ONLY by the parent/guardian.  

· Fourth & Future Violations: The student will receive a disorderly conduct ticket issued by the Dearborn Police Department, where the parents must pay a fine in order to have the device returned to them.

REFUSAL TO TURN IN CELL PHONE/ELECTRONIC DEVICE 
If student and/or parent refuse to turn in the cell phone/electronic device, the incident will be considered insubordination and the following:  
· First Violation Refusal: Automatic one day suspension & parent meeting for the student to return 
· Second Violation Refusal: Automatic three day suspension & parent meeting for the student to return
· Third Violation Refusal: Automatic five day suspension & parent meeting for the student to return 
Behavior:

Students are expected to comply with the Positive Behavior Interventions & Support (PBIS) program. Students will be rewarded for positive and appropriate behaviors through Tractor tickets. These tickets may be used toward the 9th grade raffle drawings for fun prizes. Consequences for undesirable behavior will increase with each occurrence in the forms of focus card write-ups, detention, community service, and Out of School Suspension. 

The 9th grade is also a supporter of the Anti-Bullying initiative.  Any and all bully behaviors will be tracked and subsequently dealt with by administration.  

Grades:

Grading System:
A 100-93%
C+ 79-77%
D- 62-60%

A- 92-90%
C   76-73%
E   59%

B+ 89-87%
C- 72-70%


B   86-83%
D+ 69-67%

B- 82-80%
D   66-63%
*Students should stay informed about their grades through Student Connect.  The teacher will not take class time to check grades for students, unless specific time has been designated before the end of a card marking. Under no circumstance may semester exams be taken early. This is a district policy. 
Final Grades are based upon the following:

Formative Assignments

20%
(Bellwork/SLOT, Assignments, & Participation)

Summative Assignments 
80%
(Exams, Quizzes, Projects, Assignments, Essays)

*Details and points awarded for each homework assignment, essay or project will be given to students on an as needed basis. For example when the assignment or study guide is given, the point system and/or grading rubric will be provided.
Tutoring Available:

Tutoring is available before and after school for Language Arts. Please see the schedule posted in the classroom for the teacher and room.  
*Weekly Agenda, Daily Agenda and Objectives:
On the board you will find our weekly agenda, daily agenda and objectives.  It would be a very good idea to read this so that you know what is expected of you and what our goals are for the class period. Every Monday you will copy the weekly agenda into your planner. This is part of taking responsibility for your own education.

*ELA Dept. Cheating/Plagiarism Policy:

PLEASE DO NOT EVEN ATTEMPT TO CHEAT.  I CAN ALWAYS TELL AND THE CONSEQUENCES ARE HARSH.

1. You will receive a zero on the assignment

2. You will receive a phone call home

3. You will receive an office referral.
4. The incident will be noted on your permanent record. 
NO EXCEPTION.  NO EXCUSES.  IT ISN’T WORTH IT.
IF I SEE YOUR CELL PHONE DURING A TEST OR QUIZ YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO!
Language Disclaimer:
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French: Les écoles de Dearborn vous offrent le service de traduction sans aucune condition. Si vous souhaitez avoir le service gratuit pour comprendre le
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Teacher Consent

I will honor any and all policies described in this syllabus.  I will make your learning experience as enjoyable as possible!

-Mr. Brewer
-August 27th, 2018
Student Consent

I have read and understood the class expectations for LA1/2. I agree to be courteous to others, to be responsible for my actions and my education, to respect the civil and educational rights of all individuals, to respect my belongings and the belongings of others, and to demonstrate integrity in word and deed.

Print Name:_____________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________

Date:________________

Hour:______________________

Parent Acknowledgment

I have read the class expectations for LA 1/2 and have discussed the information with my child. I will monitor my child’s progress through Parent Connect.

Print Name:_____________________________________

Signature:____________________________________
Date:________________


Contact Phone Number:___________________________
