
Welcome to 8th Grade Science! 

Mrs. Bitar’s Course Syllabus 

bitaro@dearbornschools.org 

Room 13 

** Keep this syllabus in your folder at all times. 

Objectives: 

1. To encourage students to strive for academic excellence 
2. To encourage students to become responsible self-directed young adults who are accountable for their actions 
3. To help students develop positive self-esteem 
4. To encourage students to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 
5. To help students to develop reasonable goal setting skills 
6. To encourage parent involvement 
7. To develop responsible citizens who can function and contribute to their community and society 
8. To help students develop organizational and study skills  

 
It is my intention to make this class a strict, but fun learning environment, involving a wide variety of learning 
activities. To ensure a successful learning environment certain expectations must be set. These expectations consist 
of:  

Highly Recommended Materials: 

√ Composition Notebook 

√ Pocket folder  

√ loose leaf paper 

√ 2 –pack of pencils 

√ Blue and/or black pen 

√ Checking pen (red, green, etc.) 

√ Erasers 

√ Highlighters 

√ Markers/Colored Pencils 

√ Glue Sticks (at least 2) 

√ Pencil box 

 
Classroom Rules:        

 Be kind 

 Come prepared 

 Give respect 

 Listen well 

 Work hard 

 Stay safe 

 Have fun 

 My classroom rules regarding behavior follow all of the OL Smith School Expectations 

Upon entering the classroom, students will immediately sit in their assigned seats and begin on the daily 

bellwork/Warm-Up in their notebooks.  

 The notebook will be used this year as an interactive 

notebook, which could include a wide range of entries. 

These can range from cornel notes, a quick write on the 

day’s subject, bell work and/or journal entries. Please 

make sure to always have it with you in the class, as we 

will most likely be using it in some way every day. 



Grading Scale: 

 The grading policy will be 70% Summative (Quizzes, Projects, and Unit Assessments) and 30% Formative (Lab, 

Bellwork, and Participation). 

 Grades will be a reflection of what you have mastered. 

Course Outline: 

 Topics that we will cover this year include: 

o Natural Selection 

o History of Life on Earth 

o Sound and Light 

o Solar System and Seasons 

o Weather, Climate and Agriculture 

o Natural Hazards 

o Climate Change 

Make Up Assignments: It is the student’s responsibility to follow up with me if they would like to make up any 

assignments.  It will be discussed on a case-by-case basis and a mutual agreement will be reached.  

Reassessment: The purpose of allowing students to reassess is to expect evidence of an increased proficiency of 

content expectations. Students can reassess within two weeks of the initial assessment date. However, in order to 

reassess, students must tutor with me prior to the scheduled reassessment.  

Google Classroom: will be set up and shared with students within the first couple weeks of class. 

Extra Credit: Students will have the opportunity to earn extra credit by donating supplies for the classroom.  Some 

needed things throughout the year are tissue boxes, sanitizing wipes, and/or pencils. 

iBlog: Please subscribe to get updates on classroom announcements and course pacing and expectations. 

iblog.dearbornschools.org/bitaro/ 

Notes: This year is going to be great! I am so excited to get to know all of you and learn from each other throughout 

this year. If there is ever a time that you need help or do not understand the material please feel free to contact me.  

Dearborn Public Schools accept a parent’s assertion that he or she needs language assistance without requiring additional corroboration. For free help with understanding the content of this document, please call the Student Services 
office 827-3005 for translation/interpretation assistance. 

- Arabic . د ؤك ورن مدارس ت رب لى دي ير ع وف ترجمة خدمات ت دون ال شرط أي ب صول. لح لى ل خدمة هذه ع فهم الم ا ي ة ال تمارة هذه ول س رجى الإ صال ي تب الإت ك م لاب خدمات ب ط لى ال م ع رق  5003 728 ال

French Les écoles de Dearborn vous offrent le service de traduction sans aucune condition. Si vous souhaitez avoir le service gratuit pour comprendre le contenu de ce document, prière d'appeler le bureau de Services aux Etudiants 827-
3005. 

Spanish Las escuelas de Dearborn aceptan la afirmación de un padre que él o ella necesita ayuda con el idioma sin necesidad de corroboración adicional. Para obtener ayuda gratuita con la comprensión del contenido de este documento, 
por favor llame a la oficina de Servicios de los Estudiantes 827-3005 para recibir asistencia de traducción / interpretación. 

Italian Scuole Dearborn accettare l'affermazione di un genitore che lui o lei ha bisogno di assistenza lingua senza bisogno di ulteriori conferme. Per aiuto con la comprensione del contenuto di questo documento, si prega di chiamare 
l'ufficio Student Services 827-3005 per la traduzione / interpretazione di assistenza. 

Albanian Shkolla DEARBORN pranojnë pohimin e të prindërve që ai ose ajo ka nevojë për ndihmë të gjuhës pa kërkuar vërtetim shtesë. Për ndihmë lirë me kuptuar përmbajtjen e këtij dokumenti, ju lutemi telefononi zyrën e shërbimeve për 
studentë 827-3005 për përkthim / interpretim ndihmë. 

Romanian Scolile orasului Dearborn accepta orice declaratie parinteasca care atesta nevoia copilul de assistenta cu limba engleza fara nici o dovada suplimentara. Daca aveti nevoie sa intelegeti acest document da-ti telefon la oficiul 
serviciilor scolare la numarul 827-3005 pentru a primi asistenta cu translatia sau interpretarea lui. 

Urdu ئر ورن ڈي وں ب کول س يں ا ن م دي ا وال ے دعوی ک ہ ہ ا وه ک ی وه ي ضاف عاون ا ی ت ضرورت ک ی  وت ے ہ ير ہ غ ان ب ی امداد زب ضرورت ک ے  و ہ بول ک ے ق رت يں ک ز اس.ہ تاوي س ے د و مواد ک نے ک سم ه ے  ه ک سات  

فت  م

يں . - ے مدد م ئے، ک راه ل ی ب ا  رجمہ مدد مہرب ح / ت شري ے ت ئے ک ب ل لم طال ی ع ے خدمات ک تر ک و دف ال ک ں ک ري  5003 728 ک


