
5th Grade Spelling Week 26 
Irregular Plurals 

Explanation:  
An irregular plural noun is an irregular noun in the plural form.  An irregular noun is a noun 
that becomes plural by changing it’s spelling in other ways than adding an “s” or “es” to the 
end of the word. This change can happen in a variety of ways.  Some irregular nouns take 
on the plural form by first changing the last letter of the word before adding “s.” Words that 
end in “f” are a good example of this case. To make such a word plural, you change the “f” 
to “ve” and add an “s.”  Some irregular plural nouns have the same spelling as their 
singular form such as scissors, pants, bison, deer, and sheep. Some animal nouns become 
plural by keeping the same spelling as the singular form or by adding an s or es. 
 
  

1. analysis (analyses) 
2. phenomenon (phenomena) 
3. hypothesis (hypotheses) 
4. nucleus (nuclei) 
5. appendix (appendices) 
6. cactus (cacti) 
7. thesis (theses) 
8. axis (axes) 
9. crisis (crises) 
10. syllabus (syllabi) 
11. half (halves) 
12. criterion (criteria) 
13. die (dice) 

14. loaf (loaves) 
15. ox (oxen) 
16. wolf (wolves) 
17. focus (foci) 
18. shelf (shelves) 
19. matrix (matrices) 
20. vertex (vertices) 
21. divisibility 
22. divisible 
23. equally 
24. exponent 
25. remainder 
 

  
 


