Language Arts 5 Syllabus
Mrs. Alaouie 
alaouir@dearbornschools.org
313-827-1400 (FHS main number)
http://iblog.dearbornschools.org/alaouiela56/
“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.” -Malcolm X
“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.” –Frederick Douglass
Course Description:

This course will expose students to a variety of short stories, nonfiction selections, plays, and novels related to the American Identity (our theme for this semester). Our primary focus in Language Arts is to develop skills that will ensure your future success. My personal focus will be pushing you toward academic independence, for that is crucial in college and beyond. We will also focus on preparing for the state exams you will take this year.

Rules of Engagement:

· Always be RESPECTFUL—of your classmates and me, and pretty much all human beings. 

· Begin the bell work assignment immediately upon entering the room.

· Put cell phones, iPods, or any other electronic devices away.  This is a district policy.

· Please remain seated at the end of the hour until dismissed.
Daily Class Routine 
· 15 mins- Bellwork
· Route System 
· SSR 
· 15-20 mins- Daily Lesson 
· 15-20 mins mins-lesson activity 

· 5- mins-exit ticket 
Materials:

· One-inch binder
· Post its 

· Loose leaf paper

· SSR book 
· Dividers 

· Route System 
· Class Notes 
· Fluency  
· SSR 

· SAT 

Grading:

20% of the grade will come from formative assignments like homework, bellwork, and classwork.

80% of the grade will come from final papers, projects, quizzes, and tests.
The following grading scale will be used:

93-100=A
88-89= B+
78-79=C+
68-69=D+
Below 60%=E

92-90=A-
83-87=B
73-77=C
63-67=D



80-82=B-
70-72=C-
60-62=D-

Portfolios:

All Fordson students will have portfolios in their Language Arts classes.

1. All portfolios will stay in my classroom.

2. All formal written pieces will be filed in your portfolio. It is imperative that you keep returned work (like articles of the week) in case I ask you to place them in your portfolios later.

3. We will use these portfolios to identify and eradicate weaknesses in your writing. I hope to have time to schedule writing conferences with all of you over the course of the semester. And I am always open to meeting with you before or after school about improving your writing.

Late Work Policy:
When you are absent for an assessment or assignment, please

1. See me IMMEDIATELY.  Do not count on me to tell you that you missed an assessment.  Remember, I have 150 students, while you only have 6 classes.

2. Do not expect me to accept your work unless your absence is marked as EXCUSED. 

3. Per district policy, the time you have to make up work corresponds with the number of days you were absent. For example, if you were absent for two days, you have two days to make up your work.

4. If your absence is unexcused, I will only accept late summative assignments (for significantly reduced credit); I will not accept late formative assignments.

Retake Policy:

My retake policy aligns with the district’s policy. For specifics, please see my blog or ask me.
Attendance Policy:
In order to have the best educational experience possible, you MUST attend class regularly and be on time.  For this reason, the district attendance policy is in effect.  Also, you will receive a ZERO on your bell work on days you are tardy.  If you are ever absent, please check my blog. 
Academic Integrity:

Academic integrity refers to moral and ethical principles when engaging in academic pursuits. An integrity policy is part of an effort to nurture a community where trust, honesty, and personal integrity guide all of our dealings with one another. Personal integrity is vital to our pursuit of education and becoming educated. The responsibility to be honest, fair, and forthright with others is a responsibility that each teacher, parent, and student must accept. I will hold you to the highest standards of integrity because I believe you can live up to them.

Please keep the following in mind:

· Any language or behavior that disrupts the learning atmosphere of the classroom will NOT be tolerated and will result in consequences.  You are not to interrupt the learning process in our classroom; you are young adults, act accordingly.    

· WORK FOR YOUR GRADE; DON’T FIGHT FOR IT!  I often have students asking me to make up assignments or asking for extra credit assignments near the end of either card markings or semesters.  THIS IS ABSOLUTELY, UTTERLY UNACCEPTABLE.  If you want to earn a high grade in my class, make sure you are working for it throughout the semester, not fighting for it at the end.  

· It is important to keep in mind that ATTITUDE is an important part of success in ALL facets of life.  Go into everything you do with a positive attitude—an open mind and an open heart—and you will not only succeed, but you will enjoy the process.  I cannot emphasize this point enough: please remain positive!
· I will be available to help you when you need me.  I can be available before and after school, and sometimes during my prep hour.  Just give me prior notice so that I will remain in my classroom.  If you work hard to achieve success, I will definitely be there for you.

Student Consent

I have read and understood the class expectations for LA5. I agree to be courteous to others, to be responsible for my actions and my education, to respect the civil and educational rights of all individuals, to respect my belongings and the belongings of others, and to demonstrate integrity in word and deed.

Print Name:_____________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________

Date:________________Hour:______________________

Parent Acknowledgment

I have read the class expectations for LA 5 and have discussed the information with my child. I will monitor my child’s progress through Parent Connect.

Print Name:___________________________________Signature:_______________________________ 

Date:________________

Contact Number:____________________________________

Contact Email:___________________________________​​​​____

 Please detach the form below the line 

This form MUST be RETURNED by

Friday, September 16, 2016.
