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The Great Depression and the New Deal -DBQ 

Document A 

 

 

1.) Based on the text what can we determine might be the setting of this passage?  

 

2.) In your own word attempt to identify what kind of people the main characters are?  

 

3.) What can we infer based on the text is the main reason the farmers are so angry?  
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Document B 

 

1.) Based on the information contained in the primary source what can we infer was the 

effect of the Great Depression on Clara and her family?  

 

Document C 

 

1.) Identify the way in which programs like the NYA were designed to help people like 

Helen Farmer.  
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Document D 

 

Source: An image of Harry Byrd of Virginia questioning Harry L. Hopkins about the effectiveness of 

government spending. Courtesy of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

 

1.) Based on the imagery in the primary source what is Harry Hopkins attempting to fix by 

“dumping” money into it?  

 

 



Name ________________________________ Date _______________________ Hour _______ 

Document E 

 

1.) Based on the information contained in the text what can we infer have been the major 

changes to Social Security since its introduction in the 1930’s?  

 

2.) Describe in your own words what you believe the long term impact of Social Security has 

been on America.  
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Document F 

 

In this image FDR is treating the United States like a sick patient in an attempt to heal the nation’s social and 

economic illnesses. 

 

1.) Identify the main characters in the political cartoon.  

 

2.) In your opinion do you feel that the artist is optimistic or pessimistic in regards to FDR’s 

abilities as President during the Great Depression? *Please give evidence for your response  
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Document G 

 

1.) In your own words describe what major event Woody Guthrie is describing. 

 

2.) What can we infer was the main reason Woody Guthrie might have said “And I swapped 

my farm for a Ford machine”?  

 

3.) Based on the elements of the primary source on which major roadway might Woody 

Guthrie and his wife have traveled on their journey to the West Coast?  
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Document H 

 

This photograph shows young American men working for the CCC.  

While they were part of this New Deal program they were able to earn a living, help support their family and 

improve conservation efforts across the country. 

 

1.) What can we infer these workers are doing in the primary source photograph?  

 

2.) Based on the description below the photograph what can we infer was the main benefit 

for a yong man who choose to join the CCC?  
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Document I 

 

Source: The Granger Collection, New York  

1.) What can we infer was the reason the Illinois State Employment Service elected to 

produce an advertisement like this?  

 

2.) How might a poster like this be considered bias in terms of its intended audience?    
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Document J 

 

In this photograph the woman and her child have been photographed in front of their makeshift home on the 

Mescalero Apache Reservation in 1936.  

Source: American Library of Congress. 

1.) What can you tell about this woman’s standard of living based on the photograph?  

 

2.) In what ways can we infer the Great Depression affected minorities in the United States?  

 



Name ________________________________ Date _______________________ Hour _______ 

Document K 

 

This chart shows the sweeping social and economic changes introduced by FDR from 1933 to 1938. 

1.) After examining the chart identify and describe which three programs you feel were most 

impactful. *Please describe why you feel this way.   

 

2.) Identify to the best of your ability identify which of the New Deal Programs listed above 

still impact nation today?  
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Document L 

 

1.) Based on the graphs shown above what can we identify were the major changes in 

employment between 1925 and 1939?  

 

2.) Based on the graphs shown above what can we infer was the effect of federal spending on 

unemployment between 1930 and 1939?  


