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Chapter 20 Assessment: Study Guide 
1. How did scholars learn that the Shang dynasty was real and not a myth? 

2. Shang weapons were especially strong because they were made from what? 

3. What are the social classes of the Shang, from highest to lowest? 

4. What most helped Shang kings stay in power? (sec 3) 

5. What often happened to people the Shang captured in wars? 

6. The modern Chinese word for “merchant” is shang ren which means “Shang man.”  

What does this suggest about Shang culture? (sec 4) 

7. For what purpose would a Shang leader most likely use an oracle bone? 

8. What led archaeologists to conclude that the Shang believed in life after death? (sec 2) 

9. What have scholars concluded from the large number of wild animal bones found at 

Shang sites? (sec 4) 

10. What technology did the Shang use to make strong helmets? 

11. What would be the best way nobles would communicate to each other if they couldn’t 

speak to each other? (sec 6) 

12. How did the Shang king and his nobles weaken the economy? 

13. Who overthrew the Shang dynasty? 

14. Where did the Shang dynasty exist in China? (be able to locate it on a map, sec 3) 

 ALSO, identify the features on a map of China (Huang He, Chang Jiang, Plateau 

of Tibet, Gobi Desert, Himalaya Mtns, East China Sea, etc…) 

 BLUE terms in Ch. 20 PLUS bolded term: Military 
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