
 

PHOTOGRAPHY REMOTE LEARNING ASSIGNMENT: 
Indoor/Outdoor Themed Story w/ 5 Pictures and a Self-Critique/Reflection 
 

Since most of you were born after the year 2000, that alone puts your visual acumen (​the ability 
to make good judgments and quick decisions, typically in a particular domain (​photography)), far 
ahead of what mine was at your age.  
 

Your understanding of photography as a language and your consideration of what can happen 
inside a frame is much more developed due to the omnipresence (​the state of being widespread 
or constantly encountered​) of smartphones, image-editing software, and the proclivity (​a 
tendency to choose or do something regularly​) to use pictures to tell simple stories on social 
media.  
 

Yes, I grew up staring at my generation’s version of a framed screen, and during a golden age 
of photography, but to you almost everything is told with a photo. Present day teenagers (this 
means you) do read and play, but when stuck indoors 23.5 hours of the day due to the 
Covid-19, they communicate with and absorb images—good, bad, and very repetitive—at a very 
fast pace I still don’t completely grasp. 
 

So how can I teach you about photography?​  The lessons I will be 
giving you won’t be about film, the darkroom, and F-Stops due to 
us not being in the classroom anymore.  It’s going to be about 
story, editing, and eliminating wasted imagery.  I want you to 
understand how to use the incredible image-making equipment 
(your phone) at your disposal in a better and more meaningful 
way. I mean, people take a photo nowadays just to check their 
hair. 
 
I am asking you to come up with one story that you should tell with no more than five photos 
each.  I don’t care how many you take, but you need to edit the series down to a reasonable 
number.  And due to your current status as indoor kids, you will be doing either an indoor story 
or an outdoor story from your windows/yard.  Fortunately, there’s a lot to see and many stories 
to tell...even though I feel you don’t really believe me right now...don’t worry...there is always 
something. 
 

1. Write down ONE story (base it on either an inside theme or an outside theme) you want to tell 
2. Write a self-critique / reflection making sure you include how your equipment (your phone) is 

appropriate (or not) 
 
For this lesson, the tools will be very familiar: your smartphone.  You already know how to 
operate them...you know how to edit (Exposure: darker/lighter, framing your subject, saturation, 
and cropping just to name a few options).  With that you can utilize certain tried-and-true 
photographic techniques to aid your storytelling, but also test the limits of your gear (your 
phone) against your vision. 
 
As for the story, you can tell the story of what your life is right now, for example.  What is a ​not 
normal / now normal​ typical day for you or for your family?  If you have a brother or sister, 



 

interview them and ask them what their life is like, write a story based on that, then come up 
with pictures that tell their story.  (Or your mom, dad, grandparents, pet, cousin, etc.).  If you feel 
that your day to day life is too boring, make up a story about how you want your life to be.  Set 
up your make-believe world and document it with the pictures. 
  
Just because the general theme of the story is either indoor OR outdoor, does not mean that 
you cannot be outside shooting through the window to see the indoors for the indoor theme and 
vice versa.  You can shoot through the window looking outside for the outside theme; you don't 
necessarily have to be outside to convey your story.  Plus think about what you can do to the 
window in order to have different effects on the photos.  Try fogging it up and wiping parts of it 
away so that specific things show up or do not show up that are behind it.  Try spraying water 
on it to create water droplets...approach the window from different angles to see what happens 
to your picture.  This is the time to experiment with these things...it doesn't cost any money to 
take pictures with your phone.  If you don't like it, just delete, delete, delete...and try, try, try 
again. 
 
Hand in​: iLearn (create a Google Doc, put the story, pictures, and critique in it, upload via file in 
iLearn and submit.  Make sure to organize everything in the doc so that the pictures are in order 
to tell the story) 
 

RUBRIC: 
● One Story  
● 5 indoor or outdoor themed pictures  
● Reflection / Self-Critique  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE TO EARN = ​4 points 
 
STUDENT #1 / EXAMPLE #1a 
 
Story #1 Indoor / Project Statement:​ Stripes are very interesting to look at and they lead your eye into 
the picture, I wanted to use stripes to show the angle I see, because I am mostly laying around playing 
games, doing homework, and playing piano… and hiding in the closet. 
 
Story #1 Indoor / Self-Critique / Reflection:​ I think that this was an appropriate use of a phone for 
photography because it’s not very technical and also the phone is very close to me, like these subjects. I 
do realize though that the resolution is very low. 

Teacher’s Comment:​ This is a good start and I commend your understanding of 
“leading lines” and showing what you are doing objectively (piano and cleaning) with a distinctive point of 
view (camera often at low angles), but does an “inventory” of different objects similarly composed 
constitute a story? Could this story have been told with just one very strong image? 
 



 

 
 
STUDENT #1 / EXAMPLE #1b 
 
Story #2​ ​Outdoor / Project Statement:​ Have you ever breathed on a window and drawn something 
when you’re bored? I have! I also have a lot of free time during quarantine and it’s been getting really 
boring, why not experiment with fog, blurriness, reflection, and exposure! 
 
Story #2 Outdoor / Self-critique:​ I just experimented and could have tried harder for more interesting 
compositions. 

 

Teacher’s Comment:​ I thought the idea of blurry 
abstractions of cityscapes was a good one, and I wish you would have done a few more like that in this 
series.  ​NOTE: ​Only earned points for 4 out of 5 pictures; One picture is missing 

 
STUDENT #2 / EXAMPLE #2a:  
 
Another student who is happily spending an inordinate amount of time in her room these days, 
offered this. 
 
Story #1 Inside / Project Statement:​ My inside story is really just my story but, told from the point of 
view of my cat, who is in my room almost all day. How does she see me? Using the self-timer on my 
phone, I set up the camera where my cat often is (bed, shelf, on my desk when I’m trying to write) and put 
myself back in place. 
 
Story #1 Inside / Self-critique:​ This is more like a series of self-portraits, but not selfies. They were 
maybe too easy to take but, I think if I used a bigger camera, they would not have a casual feel, which is 
how I assume a cat looks at humans. 
 
Teacher’s Comment:​ I like the idea of using the camera to explore “someone” else’s P.O.V. and this 
does tell a story about your day doing homework and your cat’s day, distracting you from said homework. 
Good use of the camera’s limited features, but perhaps it’s possible to get more out of a phone camera’s 
imaging capability and expand the story from just your room. 
 

STUDENT #2 / EXAMPLE #2a 

 

 

 



 

 

STUDENT #2 / EXAMPLE #2b 
 
Story #2 Outdoor / Project Statement:​ My goal was to portray my community supporting and 
celebrating all the work our medicinal professionals have been putting in during this time and doing so 
from the window of my bedroom. 
 
Story #2 Outdoor / Self-Critique:​ It is very clear in the photos that using a phone to photograph these 
moments is very limiting and doesn’t fully capture what I wanted to illustrate. Possibly by using a better 
camera with a long lens or editing these photos, the purpose can shine through more. 

 
Teacher’s Comment:​ I agree that this may not be the best use for smartphone photography and perhaps 
you should have picked a more appropriate story to tell. I do like that you are telling stories from your 
corner of the world.  ​NOTE: ​Only earned points for 4 out of 5 pictures; One picture is missing 

 

 

 


